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Health  Department, 

County  Hall, 

Maidstone. 

15th  May,  1959 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Education  Committee. 

The  general  form  and  content  of  this  report  follows  a similar  pattern  to  that  of  previous  years  and 
comment  on  the  various  aspects  of  the  School  Health  Service  will  generally  be  found  under  the 
appropriate  headings  and  an  index  is  included  for  ease  of  reference.  It  seems  proper,  however,  to  draw 
particular  attention  to  one  or  two  points  of  special  interest  of  which  the  most  topical  and  certainly 
one  of  the  most  important  is  the  progress  made  in  the  programme  of  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis. 
While  this  task,  in  itself  a large  addition  to  the  work  of  the  service,  was  and  continues  to  be  one  of 
some  urgency,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  any  disturbance  of  more  routine  tasks  and  even  to  some 
extent  of  school  programmes  themselves  is  fully  justified  by  the  opportunity  it  gives  to  protect 
large  numbers  of  children  against  this  crippling  and  sometimes  fatal  disease.  That  this  view  is  shared  by 
the  teachers  is  evidenced  by  the  willing  help  they  have  given  in  carrying  out  the  programme  of 
injections  and  in  the  issue  of  consent  forms  to  parents  despite  the  additional  work  in  which  these  tasks 
have  clearly  involved  them.  It  was  also  noteworthy  that  the  response  among  children  of  school  age 
was  noticeably  greater  than  among  the  other  groups  for  whom  vaccine  was  made  available  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  which  showed  quite  plainly  that  approach  through  the  schools  is  the  most  effective 
method  of  reaching  the  parents. 

It  was  because  of  the  amount  of  time  taken  up  by  this  programme,  coupled  with  the  further 
increase  in  the  numbers  of  children  on  the  school  rolls  and  the  greater  amount  of  time  needing  to  be 
allotted  to  the  ascertainment  and  treatment  of  physically  and  mentally  handicapped  children  that  an 
increase  in  the  establishment  became  necessary  of  two  additional  medical  officers  for  work  in  the  field. 
An  additional  administrative  assistant  medical  officer  was  also  appointed  to  the  central  staff  whose 
services  are  shared  equally  with  the  Health  Committee,  and  who  is  also  available  when  occasion  arises 
for  relief  work  in  an  emergency  such  as  the  sudden  illness  of  a medical  officer  and  which  might  otherwise 
necessitate  the  cancellation  of  appointments  at  the  last  moment  with  consequent  inconvenience  and 
waste  of  time  for  teachers  and  parents  who  had  been  invited  to  attend  with  their  children  for  examina- 
tion or  treatment. 

The  staffing  position  in  the  School  Dental  Service  is,  I am  sorry  to  say,  far  less  satisfactory  and 
there  seems  little  prospect  of  achieving,  at  least  for  a long  time,  the  numbers  necessary  to  provide  the 
full  measure  of  dental  inspection  and  treatment  which  one  would  like  to  see.  The  existing  staff  are, 
however,  doing  everything  in  their  power  to  provide  as  good  a service  as  possible  within  the  limits 
imposed  on  them  by  shortage  in  their  numbers.  This  is,  of  course,  a national  problem  and  not  one  which 
is  capable  of  any  short-term  solution. 

So  far  as  the  children  themselves  are  concerned,  the  general  situation  remains  satisfactory.  Their 
general  condition  continues  good  and  again  98.4%  were  reported  by  the  examining  medical  officers  as 
being  satisfactory.  Steadily  increasing  facilities  are  becoming  available  for  the  various  categories  of 
handicapped  children  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  time  will  soon  arise  when  their  needs  can  all  be  met 
without  undue  periods  of  waiting.  In  this  connection  I am  particularly  glad  to  see  the  coming  into  being 
of  more  day  schools  and  classes  for  retarded  and  educationally  subnormal  children  but  am  still  anxious 
to  see  more  facilities  for  the  maladjusted  in  suitable  schools  and  hostels,  although  it  must  be  appreciated 
that  there  are  still  difficulties  to  be  overcome  both  in  regard  to  premises  and  properly  trained  staff. 

In  conclusion,  I would  once  more  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  support  and  interest  of 
the  Members  of  the  Education  Committee  and  my  thanks  to  the  staff  of  the  School  Health  Service 
itself  as  well  as  the  Committee’s  administrative  staff  and  by  no  means  least  to  the  teachers  in  the  schools 
for  their  efforts  and  interest  in  the  work  which  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year. 

A.  ELLIOTT, 

Principal  School  Medical  Officer. 


8th  May,  1959. 
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REPORT  OF  THE 

PRINCIPAL  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

on  the 

HEALTH  of  the  SCHOOL  CHILD 
for  the  Year  Ended  31st  December,  195-8 


GENERAL  INFORMATION 


Particulars  relating  to  schools,  etc.,  in  the  area  of  the  Education  Committee  on  31st  December 
1958:— 


Estimated  population  of  the  Administrative  County  (at  the  30th  June 
1958) 

Number  of  Primary  Schools  or  departments 

Number  of  pupils  on  the  roll 

Number  of  Secondary  Modern  Schools 

Number  of  pupils  on  the  roll 

Number  of  Grammar  Schools 

Number  of  pupils  on  the  roll 

Number  of  Technical  Schools 

Number  of  pupils  on  the  roll 

Number  of  Special  Schools 

Number  of  pupils  on  the  roll 

Number  of  minor  ailment  clinics 

Number  of  dental  clinics 

Number  of  mobile  dental  clinics  . . . . . . _ 

Number  of  ophthalmic  clinics 

Number  of  orthopaedic  clinics  under  the  control  of  the  Health  Committee 
Number  of  speech  therapy  clinics 

Number  of  child  guidance  clinics  (including  City  of  Canterbury) 


1,624,000 

690 

136,937 

143 

71,244 

38 

21,115 

22 

10,283 

8 

681 

69 

56 

4 

29 

11 

18 
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SCHOOL  CLINICS 


The  following  are  the  permanent  clinics  in  the  Committee’s  area,  including  clinics  attached  to  Hospitals:- 


Clinic 
Ashford 
Aylesham  . . 
Biggin  Hill . . 

Borough  Green 
Broadstairs 
•Canterbury 
Canterbury 
Canterbury 
Chatham  . . 
Chatham  . . 
Chatham  . . 
Chislehurst . . 
Cranbrook  . . 
Crayford  . . 

Crayford  . . 

Dartford  . . 

Dartford  . . 

Deal 

Deal 

Dover 

Dover 

Edenbridge 

Erith 

Erith 

Erith 

Faversham . . 

Folkestone . . 
Folkestone . . 
Gravesend  . . 
Gravesend  . . 
Gravesend  . . 
Gravesend  . . 
Gravesend  . . 
Herne  Bay . . 
Hythe 

Maidstone  . . 
Maidstone  . . 
Maidstone  . , 
Maidstone  . . 
Maidstone  . . 
Maidstone , , 
Maidstone  . . 
Margate 
Margate 
Margate 
Mottingham 

Northfleet  . . 
Orpington  . . 

Paddock  Wood 
Penge 

Ramsgate  . . 
Rochester  . . 
Rochester  . . 


Address 

Child  Welfare  Centre,  Station  Road 
A.R.P.  Shelter,  C.P.  School. . 

Sports  Pavilion,  behind  Fire  Station 

Western  Hall 

Mothercraft  Club,  25,  St.  Peters  Road 

51,  London  Road 

Kent  and  Canterbury  Hospital 

94,  Whitstable  Road . . 

Elm  House,  15,  New  Road  Avenue 
118,  Maidstone  Road 
Wayfield  Estate 

The  Willows,  Red  Hill  

A.R.P.  Shelter,  C.E.  Primary  School 
Mayplace  Road  C.P.  School,  Woodside 
Road,  Bexleyheath 
Town  Hall  (adjoining) 

West  Hill  Hospital  . . 

C.W.  Centre,  Market  Street. . 

The  First  Aid  Post,  Victoria  Park 
Victoria  Hospital 
Royal  Victoria  Hospital 
Astor  Dental  Clinic  . . 

Church  House 

Hainault,  Lesney  Park  Road 
Bedonwell  Hill 

St.  Augustines,  Lower  Abbey  Rd.,  Belvedere 


Wesleyan  Hall,  Solomon’s  Lane,  Preston 
Street 

Old  Harvey  Grammar  School,  Foord  Road 
Baker  Road,  Cheriton 
Windmill  Street,  Welfare  Centre  . . 

“The  Nest,’’  Welfare  Centre 
Gravesend  and  North  Kent  Hospital 
5,  Manor  Road 
Estate  Office,  Whitehill  Road 


K.C.C.  Treatment  Centre,  Kings  Road 
Child  Welfare  Centre,  Prospect  Road 


Foster  Street  . . 

Brunswick  House,  Buckland  Hill  . 
Ophthalmic  and  Aural  Hospital 
North  Borough  C.P.  School. . 

South  Borough  C.  Sec.  School 
Shepway  C.P.  School 
Molehill  Copse 

Child  Welfare  Centre,  College  Road 
King  Ethelbert  Clinic 
Eton  House,  St.  Peter’s  Road 
Kimmeridge  Road 


West  Kent  House,  Station  Road 


School  House,  Chislehurst  Road  C.P 


School 


Paddock  Wood  C.  Sec.  School 
17  and  19,  Oakfield  Road,  S.E.20  . 

Newington  Road 

Strood  House,  Corporation  Street  . 
Gun  Lane,  Strood 


* Administered  by  Canterbury  L.E.A. 


Services 

M.R.D.  Sd.  O.  Ed.  Psy. 
M.D. 

D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

C. G. 

R. 

D.  Sd. 

M. 

R.D.  Sd.  C.G. 

M.D. 

M.R.D.  Sd.  C.G.  Asthma 
D. 

C. G.D. 

M.R.  Asthma  Sd. 

M.R.  Asthma  D. 

Sd. 

M.D.  Sd. 

R. 

M.R. 

D. 

D. 

M.R.D. 

M.D. 

M. 

M.D. 

M.R.D. 

M.D.  Sd. 

M. 

M.  Sd. 

R. 

D. 

M. 

M.R.D. 

R.D. 

M.D. 

C. G.  Sd. 

R. 

D. 

D. 

M. 

M. 

M.R.D. O. 

M. 

Sd. 

D. 

M.D. 

M.R.D. 

D. 

M.R.D. 

M.R.D. O. 

M.D. 

M. 
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Clinic 

Address 

Services 

Sandwich  . . 

Moatsole 

D. 

St.  Paul’s  Cray 

Mickleham  Road 

M.R.D. 

Sevenoaks  . . 

Dorset  House,  St.  John’s  Road 

M.D.R.O. 

Sheerness  . . 

271,  High  Street 

M.R.D.  Ed.  Psy. 

Sidcup 

69  & 71,  Sidcup  Hill . . 

Sd. 

Sidcup 

10,  Station  Road 

M.D. 

Sittingbourne 

5,  London  Road 

M.R.D.O.  Ed.  Psy 

Snodland  . . 

C.W.  Rooms,  Mailing  Road. . 

M.D. 

Tenterden  . . 

Town  Hall 

D.O. 

Tonbridge  . . 

Baltic  Road,  Quarry  Hill  . . 

M.D.R.  Sd. 

Tunbridge  Wells  . . 

10-12,  Calverley  Terrace,  Crescent  Road  . . 

M.D.R.O. 

Tunbridge  Wells  . . 

3,  Mount  Ephraim  Road 

C.G.  Sd. 

Walmer 

Liverpool  Road 

D. 

Whit  stable 

Masonic  Hall,  Cromwell  Road 

M.D. 

Whitstable . . 

Clifford  Hall 

R. 

Excepted  Districts 


Beckenham 

St.  Nicholas  (Special  School) 

M. 

Beckenham 

80,  Croydon  Road 

• • 

D. 

Beckenham 

School  Clinic,  Town  Hall 

• • • • 

M.R.D.  Sd.  0. 

Beckenham 

Hawes  Down  Clinic  . . 

• • • • 

M.D. 

Beckenham 

Alexandra  School 

• • • • 

M. 

Beckenham 

Balgowan  School 

• • • • 

M. 

Beckenham 

Grammar  School  for  Boys  . . 

• • ... 

M. 

Beckenham 

Grammar  School  for  Girls  . . 

• • • • 

M. 

Beckenham 

Bromley  Road  School 

, . • . 

M. 

Beckenham 

Churchfields  School  . . 

• • 

M. 

Beckenham 

Hawes  Down  School 

• • • • 

M. 

Beckenham 

Marian  Vian  School  . . 

. . # . 

M. 

Beckenham 

Oaklodge  School 

• , . • 

M. 

Beckenham 

Stewart  Fleming  School 

• • 

M. 

Beckenham 

Wickham  Common  School  . . 

• • • • 

M. 

Beckenham 

Worsley  Bridge  School 

M. 

Bexley 

Little  Danson  Clinic,  Welling 

. . 

M.D.R. 

Bexley 

Murchison  Avenue,  Bexley  . . 

M.O.  Sd. D 

Bexley 

Wrotham  Road  Clinic 

M. 

Bexley 

Child  Welfare  Centre,  Station  Approach 

Road,  Welling 

. . 

0. 

Bexley 

315,  Broadway,  Bexleyheath 

• • 

M.D. 

Bromley 

Princes  Plain  Clinic  . . 

. . 

Sd.  M.D. 

Bromley 

North  Clinic,  Station  Road. . 

. . 

O.M.R.D.S 

Bromley 

Hayes  C.P.  School  . . 

. . 

M. 

Bromley 

Burnt  Ash  C.P.  School 

M. 

Bromley 

Aylesbury  Road  School 

. . 

M. 

Bromley 

Southborough  Lane  . . 

. . 

M. 

Bromley 

Pickhurst  School 

M. 

Gillingham . . 

Balmoral  Gardens  Clinic 

. . 

M.R.D. 

Gillingham . . 

Health  Centre,  Rainham 

. . 

M.D. 

Gillingham . . 

Byron  Road  School  Annexe 

Sd. 

M.- 

—Minor  Ailments 

Sd. — Speech  defects 

R. — Refractions 

D. — Dental 

C.G. — Child  Guidance 


S. — Orthoptic  training 
O. — Orthopaedic 

Ed.  Psy. — Educational  Psychologist 


In  addition,  temporary  dental  clinics  are  held  as  required  in  different  parishes  by  arrangement 
with  the  Trustees  of  Village  Halls,  etc. 
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Central  Office 


STAFF  ENGAGED  IN  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 
AS  AT  31st  DECEMBER,  1958 


Proportion  of 
whole-time  allotted 
to  School 
Health  Service 


Principal  School  Medical  Officer: 

Elliott,  A.,  M.D.,  D.P.H 

Deputy  Principal  School  Medical  Officer: 

Lyon,  D.  M.,  o.b.e.,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h. 

Senior  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers: 

Allen,  L.  M.,  m.b.,  b.ch.,  b.a.o.,  d.p.h.  . . 

Hazeldene,  J.  H.,  m.b.,  ch.b 

Ward,  M.  A.  G.,  m.b.,  d.p.h 

Administrative  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer : 
Begg,  R.,  m.b. , C.H.B.,  D.P.H. 

Principal  School  Dental  Officer: 

Saunders,  F.  J.,  l.d.s. 

Senior  Speech  Therapist: 

Miss  J.  Pollitt,  f.c.s.t. 


25.0 


50.0 


9.1 

68.0 

7.0 


50.0 


63.6 

100.0 


Excepted  Districts 

Medical  Officers  of  Health 
Beckenham  Borough: 

Edwards,  L.  R.  L.,  m.d.,  d.p.h.  . . . . . . . . . . . . 36.0 

Bexley: 

Landon,  J.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h.  25.0 

Bromley: 

Carter-Locke,  H.  B.  C.,  m.b. , B.S.,  d.p.h.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.  . . ..  ..  25.0 

Kelynack,  A.  J.  I.,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.p.h.  (Deputy  M.O.H.)  . . . . . . 50.0 

Gillingham: 

Dunlop,  M.  L.,  m.b.,  b.ch.,  b.a.o.,  d.p.h 75.0 


Other  Staff: 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officers 
Dental  Surgeons 
Psychologists 

Psychiatric  Social  Workers 
Speech  Therapists 
Dental  Attendants 
Oral  Hygienist 
Health  Visitors 

Sessionally  engaged  ( including  staff  employed  by  R.H.B .) 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officers 
Dental  Officers 

Ophthalmologists  and  Refractionists 
Orthopaedic  Surgeons 
Psychiatrists 


Aggregate  of  time 
given  to  School 
Health  Service  in 

No.  of 

terms  of  whole- 

Officers 

time  officers 

45 

28.9 

28 

25.4 

11 

8.7 

5 

3.5 

11 

10.3 

40 

36.0 

1 

1.0 

243 

80.0 

9 

1.8 

24 

6.09 

18 

4.4 

8 

.45 

6 

3.8 

The  arrangement  has  continued  whereby  four  of  the  whole-time  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers 
attend  a weekly  session  in  the  paediatric  department  of  local  hospitals  as  clinical  assistants. 

One  of  the  Committee’s  Educational  Psychologists  continued  to  give  part-time  service  at  the 
Southdowns  Reception  Centre,  Doddington,  which  is  administered  by  the  Children’s  Committee. 

Eighty-five  per  cent  of  the  full-time  medical  staff  are  now  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Education 
for  the  examination  of  educationally  subnormal  pupils. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  arrangements  for  the  co-ordination  of  the  medical  staff. 
Approximately  one-third  of  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  provided  by  the  Health  Committee  are  staffed 
by  whole-time  Medical  Officers  on  the  staff  of  the  Education  Committee;  two  whole-time  Medical 
Officers  give  part-time  assistance  to  the  Mental  Health  Service  and  seventeen  Medical  Officers  carry 
out  routine  examinations  at  Children’s  Homes  for  the  Children’s  Committee. 

The  report  of  the  Principal  School  Dental  Officer  on  page  11  gives  information  about  the  staff 
of  the  School  Dental  Service. 
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MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS 

Arrangements  have  continued  for  pupils  to  be  examined  four  times  during  their  school  life,  namelv 
on  entry  to  school,  at  the  age  of  8 years,  on  admission  to  secondary  schools,  and  before  leaving  school. 
Other  examinations  were  made  at  various  times  in  special  cases. 

The  number  of  children  examined  during  1958  in  the  routine  age  groups  was  89,523,  which  repre- 
sents 37.3  per  cent  of  the  pupils  on  the  school  roll  compared  with  37.2  per  cent  for  the  previous  vear. 
In  addition,  25,169  re-examinations  of  pupils  found  defective  were  carried  out  compared  with  3i,186 
re-inspections  in  1957. 

Following  Up 

Where  the  parents  attend  at  the  routine  medical  inspection,  advice  is  given  and  the  nature  of 
any  defect  is  explained  by  the  doctor.  The  health  visitors  visit  the  homes  of  children,  where  necessary, 
to  ensure  that  the  advice  of  the  doctor  is  carried  out.  In  addition,  the  health  visitors  visit  the  parents 
of  all  children  who  fail  to  keep  appointments  at  the  school  ophthalmic  clinics. 


Findings  at  Medical  Inspections 

Table  11  on  pages  27  and  28  shows  the  principal  defects  found  at  medical  inspections. 

At  the  inspections  of  routine  ages  13,808  children  (15.4  per  cent  of  the  children  examined)  were 
found  to  have  defects  requiring  medical  treatment. 


Classification  of  the  Physical  Condition 

Two  categories  are  provided  for,  i.e.,  “Satisfactory”  and  “Unsatisfactory”.  It  will  be  seen  from 
the  figures  given  in  table  8 on  page  25  that  during  1958  only  1.6  per  cent  of  the  children  examined 
in  the  routine  age  groups  were  considered  to  be  “unsatisfactory”. 


MEDICAL  TREATMENT 

Table  12  on  pages  29  and  30  gives  details  of  the  amount  of  treatment  given  during  the  year,  but 
the  figures  relating  to  treatment  provided  otherwise  than  by  the  Local  Education  Authority  are 
incomplete  as  statistical  information  is  not  received  from  all  the  hospitals  treating  children  from  the 
administrative  area. 

(a)  Minor  Ailments. — The  treatment  of  minor  ailments  is  undertaken  by  the  health  visitors  at 
the  school  clinics  under  the  direction  of  a Medical  Officer.  During  the  year  9,716  defects  received 
attention  compared  with  10,594  for  the  preceding  year. 

(b)  Cleanliness. — The  incidence  of  personal  uncleanliness  among  school  pupils  has  continued  to 
decline  but  cleanliness  inspections  in  the  Committee’s  schools  have  been  carried  out  as  necessary. 

(c)  Eye  Diseases,  Defective  Vision  and  Squint. — The  arrangements  made  for  this  work  to  be  carried 
out  under  the  interim  arrangements  suggested  in  Ministry  of  Education  Administrative  Memorandum 
No.  303  continue  to  work  satisfactorily.  Spectacles  are  supplied  through  the  Supplementary  Ophthalmic 
Services  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 

The  number  of  children  examined  by  the  Ophthalmologists  was  20,933,  the  corresponding  figure 
for  the  previous  year  being  20,454.  Spectacles  were  prescribed  for  8,471  children. 

The  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  reported  that  541  pupils  tested  by  the  “Ishihara”  colour 
vision  plates  were  found  to  have  a defect  of  colour  vision.  480  of  these  pupils  were  examined  by  the 
Ophthalmologists  by  means  of  a “lantern  test”  to  obtain  more  exact  information  as  to  the  degree  of 
colour  blindness  and  298  were  found  to  have  such  a degree  of  defect  as  to  render  them  unsuitable  for 
future  employment  in  occupations  where  a full  range  of  colour  vision  is  essential. 

(d)  Nose  and  Throat  Defects. — During  the  year  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  detected 
1 ,662  children  requiring  treatment  for  nose  or  throat  defects,  and  their  recommendations  were  conveyed 
to  the  general  practitioner  concerned.  Information  has  been  received  concerning  1,716  pupils  who 
received  operative  treatment  during  the  year. 

In  1955  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  for  the  Ministry  of  Education  asked  for  the  co-operation  of  all 
Principal  School  Medical  Officers  in  order  to  ascertain  the  tonsillectomy  rate  in  children.  The  School 
Health  Service  is  in  a unique  position  tor  such  a survey  to  be  made  of  pupils  in  maintained  schools. 
Details  of  the  findings  in  1956  and  1957  were  given  in  my  annual  reports  for  those  years  and  an  analysis 
of  the  enquiry  in  1958  is  given  below.  It  is  now  considered,  however,  that  it  would  be  just  as  informative 
if  the  information  was  collected  every'  five  years  or  so  instead  of  annually7  and  these  figures  will,  there- 
fore, not  need  to  be  obtained  in  1959. 
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Age  group 

Boys 

Girls 

No. 

examined 

Who  had  to 

nsillectomy 

No. 

examined 

Who  had  to 

nsillectomy 

No. 

percentage 

No. 

percentage 

1954  and  younger 

278 

7 

4.0 

249 

9 

2.7 

1953  

7,144 

409 

5.7 

6,706 

217 

3.2 

1952  

4,106 

272 

6.6 

3,743 

183 

4.9 

1951  

873 

97 

9.0 

768 

74 

9.6 

1950  

7,133 

1,027 

14.4 

6,389 

820 

12.8 

1949  

3,600 

628 

17.5 

3,170 

450 

14.2 

1948  

714 

184 

25.4 

697 

179 

25.3 

1947  

8,173 

1,793 

21.9 

7,877 

1,566 

20.0 

1946  

3,992 

714 

17.9 

2,695 

576 

21.4 

1945  

726 

154 

21.2 

1,013 

235 

23.2 

1944  

6,589 

1,657 

25.1 

6,425 

1,502 

23.4 

1943  and  older  . . 

3,219 

718 

22.3 

1,951 

414 

21.2 

(e)  Orthopaedic  and  Crippling  Defects. — The  orthopaedic  scheme  is  administered  by  the  County 
Health  Committee.  In  1958  there  were  25,645  attendances  at  these  clinics  compared  with  25,369 
attendances  during  1957.  Of  the  former  figure,  94.6  per  cent  were  children  in  attendance  at  maintained 
schools. 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  number  of 

new  patients  during  the  year  and  the  tota 

number  of  attendances: — 

Table  1 

New  Patients 

T otal  Number  of 

Clinic 

of 

Attendances  of  Children 

School  Age 

of  School  Age 

Ashford 

• • • • 

73 

1,051 

Beckenham 

93 

2,305 

Bexleyheath  . . 

48 

827 

Bromley 

166 

2,624 

Margate 

129 

6,765 

Ramsgate 

51 

3,200 

Sevenoaks 

31 

1,953 

Sittingbourne  . . 

20 

629 

Tenter den 

14 

781 

Tunbridge  Wells 

44 

1,693 

Welling . . 

72 

2,431 

Totals 

741 

24,259 

(f)  Minor  Diseases  of  the  Ear  and  Eye. — Children  found  to  be  suffering  from  minor  ear  or  eye 
defects  are  sent  to  their  own  doctor  or  to  a Medical  Officer  at  the  Minor  Ailment  Clinic. 


CHILD  GUIDANCE  SERVICE 

(a)  Dr.  Maberly  reports: 

"The  Child  Guidance  Clinics  have  been  working  at  full  pressure  throughout  the  year,  and  have 
established  fresh  records  for  total  number  of  interviews  at  19,126  (17,464  in  1957)  and  for  total  atten- 
dances at  11,979  (10,736  in  1957). 

Other  figures  show  little  change  with  new  applications  at  1,160  (1,153),  of  which  225  (230)  were 
seen  at  the  request  of  the  courts.  Of  all  cases  seen  half  were  recommended  for  treatment.  While  the 
number  on  the  waiting  list  for  treatment  fell  from  136  to  104,  that  for  diagnosis  rose  from  271  to  326. 
The  latter  figure  is  unsatisfactory  and  illustrates  the  need  for  an  all  round  increase  of  facilities.” 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year: — 

Table  2 


Clinic 

No.  of  pupils 
referred 
during  1958 

No.  of 
Patients 
Diagnosed 

Total 

Number 

of 

Interviews 

Number  Discharged 

Consultation 

only 

Condition 

unchanged 

Condition 

improved 

Non- 

co-operative 

Transferred  to 
other 
Authority 

Canterbury  . . 

213 

151 

2,828 

30 

4 

63 

27 

15 

Chatham 

120 

62 

2,245 

4 

— 

16 

1 

5 

Chislehurst  . . 

116 

58 

1,775 

17 

1 

8 

2 

6 

Crayford 

115 

92 

3,584 

22 

2 

56 

27 

13 

Maidstone 

390 

326 

6,948 

198 

4 

71 

28 

13 

Tunbridge  Wells  . . 

206 

176 

1,746 

132 

6 

40 

8 

5 

Total 

1,160 

865 

19,126 

403 

17 

254 

91 

57 

Total  attendances:  11,979 
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(b)  Dr.  J.  FitzHerbert  (Chatham  Child  Guidance  Clinic,  reports: — 

“We  now  have  the  services  of  a psychiatric  social  worker  three  half-days  a week,  which,  although 
by  no  means  adequate  for  our  needs,  is,  nevertheless,  a great  help. 

In  1957,  our  referrals  showed  a big  drop.  If  this  was  not  due  to  pure  chance,  I think  it  must,  in 
part,  have  been  due  to  our  having  worked  through  the  accumulation  of  disturbed  children  in  the  schools, 
and,  in  part,  to  the  length  of  our  waiting  lists  having  become  known,  so  that  perhaps  it  was  being  felt 
that  it  was  of  little  use  to  refer  a routine  case  to  us  here.  The  numbers  of  referrals  in  1958,  as  you  will 
see,  have  now  risen  nearly  as  sharply  as  they  fell,  and  perhaps  the  A.C.M.O.’s  now  realise  that  I do  grade 
cases  according  to  their  medical  urgency,  as  I mentioned  in  my  last  report. 

The  position  here  remains  otherwise  unchanged.” 

(c)  Dr.  Vincent  Smith  (Tunbridge  Wells  Child  Guidance  Clinic)  reports: — 

“Shortage  of  psychiatric  time  has  as  usual  delayed  the  following  up  of  cases  in  which  Diagnostic 
Service  was  given  within  a reasonable  interval,  though  this  also  was  extended  in  the  latter  half  of  the 
year  on  account  of  an  accumulation  of  referrals  before  the  summer  holidays. 

We  continue  to  enjoy  increasing  contact  with  general  practitioners  and  independent  schools, 
though  this  widened  scope  adds  to  the  difficulties  referred  to  above.” 

SPEECH  THERAPY 

Miss  J.  Pollitt,  Senior  Speech  Therapist,  reports: — 

"The  department  has  dealt  with  2,139  cases  during  the  year.  Of  this  number,  569  were  closed 
during  the  year;  617  will  continue  attendance  at  clinics  into  1959  and  91  children  are  being  seen  at  the 
residential  schools  and  recognised  special  classes  for  Educationally  Sub-normal  Children;  862  cases 
were  on  the  waiting  lists  at  the  clinics  at  the  end  of  December  1958. 

The  569  cases  were  closed  for  the  following  reasons: — 

Satisfactory  results  following  appointments  at  the  clinics,  including 
those  whose  general  condition  was  such  as  to  prevent  complete  normality 


of  speech  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 308 

Little,  if  any,  change  following  treatment . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Treatment  incomplete  owing  to  the  patient  leaving  the  district  or  for 
other  reason — in  many  cases  considerable  progress  had  been  made  . . 66 

Treatment  continued  elsewhere;  for  example,  children  transferred  to 
special  schools  for  the  deaf  or  partially  deaf,  physically  handicapped,  etc.  21 

Consultation  followed  by  appropriate  recommendation  . . . . . . 19 

Found  to  have  improved  when  first  seen  by  therapist  . . . . . . 34 

Reported  to  have  improved  prior  to  appointment  being  offered  and 
when  appointments  were  offered  . . . . . . . . . . . . 58 

Investigation  incomplete— left  district  or  proved  unco-operative  or 
investigation  incomplete  for  other  reason  . . . . . . . . 18 

Appointments  offered  but  never  kept;  no  reason  given,  or  leaving  district 
or  other  circumstances  made  attendance  impossible  ..  ..  ..  37 

Treatment  arranged  elsewhere  prior  to  appointment  being  offered  . . 6 


569 

The  total  figure  of  2,139  includes  42  adult  patients  referred  at  the  request  of  the  South  East 
Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board.  The  cases  of  21  of  these  patients  were  closed  during  the  year; 
this  figure  is  included  in  the  569  cases  for  whom  reasons  for  closing  have  been  given.  Fourteen  adults 
continue  to  attend  at  the  clinics  into  1959  and  seven  were  on  the  waiting  lists  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  numbers  given  as  being  “closed”  or  “continuing  into  1959”  include  children  attending  at 
Valence  School  for  Physically  Handicapped  Children.  A speech  therapist  attends  at  that  school  on 
one  day  each  week  in  order  that  appropriate  children  may  have  regular  treatment. 

An  interesting  development  occurred  during  the  year  in  relation  to  facilities  for  educationally 
subnormal  children.  The  language  development  and  articulation  of  children  whose  intelligence  is  well 
below  average,  is  invariably  very  retarded.  In  many  cases  there  is  no  adverse  factor  other  than  that  of 
poor  intelligence  affecting  speech  development.  Such  cases  can  best  be  helped  through  the  day  to  day 
work  which  can  be  done  in  school  by  teachers  who  know  something  of  speech  and  language  problems. 
A weekend  residential  conference  between  teachers  appointed  to  E.S.N.  schools  and  recognised  classes 
and  speech  therapists  was  held  at  Halsted  Place  School  during  June  1958.  I believe  that  this  conference 
was  the  first  of  its  kind  to  be  held  in  any  part  of  the  country.  As  an  outcome  of  this  conference,  teachers 
in  these  schools  are  now  working  to  help  the  children  with  their  speech  problems  assisted  by  speech 
therapists  who  visit  the  schools  once  a month.  The  value  of  such  visits  by  the  speech  therapist  is  three- 
fold; she  can  assess  the  child’s  speech  problem,  she  can  guide  the  teacher  along  lines  which  might  best 
help  the  child  and,  should  there  be  any  factors  affecting  speech  additional  to  poor  intelligence,  she  can 
set  the  wheels  in  motion  for  further  consultation  in  regard  to  such  factors. 

The  number  of  children  attending  the  clinics  who  have  some  hearing  loss  has  greatly  increased 
during  1958.  In  1957,  53  such  children  were  in  touch  with  the  clinics.  This  year,  83  cases  of  hearing  loss 
have  been  diagnosed.  Of  these,  73  cases  are  attending  the  clinics  and  10  such  children  are  being  seen  in 
the  E.S.N.  schools.  The  hearing  loss  has  varied  from  comparatively  slight  difficulty,  which  has  improved 
in  some  cases  following  medical  or  surgical  help,  to  such  gross  loss  that  transfer  to  schools  for  the  deaf  or 
partially  deaf  has  had  to  be  recommended.  In  the  latter  cases,  the  children  concerned  have  continued 
to  remain  in  contact  with  a speech  therapist  until  the  transfer  has  taken  place.  One  wonders  whether 
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there  are  more  children  being  referred  to  the  clinics  with  hearing  loss  or  whether  improved  diagnostic 
facilities  are  bringing  more  of  these  children  to  light.  During  the  year,  for  the  first  time,  an  audiometer 
has  been  available  to  speech  therapists.  Previously  speech  therapists  had  had  very  adequate  facilities 
for  detecting  severe  deafness,  and  for  detecting  deafness  in  particular  frequencies,  but  these  facilities 
were  not  sufficient  to  detect  slighter  degrees  of  hearing  loss  nor  to  detect  the  child  who  may  be 
considerably  deaf  in  one  ear. 

Regular  and  consistent  work  has  not  been  possible  throughout  the  year  in  all  of  the  eighteen 
clinics  in  the  county.  The  Canterbury  clinic  remained  closed  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  until  the 
recently  appointed  therapist  took  up  her  appointment  in  February  1958.  In  August,  the  therapists  at 
the  Gillingham  and  Margate  clinics  resigned  and  although  it  has  been  possible  to  fill  the  Gillingham 
vacancy,  unfortunately,  in  spite  of  repeated  advertising,  it  has  as  yet  not  been  possible  to  do  so  at 
Margate.  The  full-time  therapist  at  Sidcup  and  Gravesend  has  resigned  but  has  been  replaced,  as  has 
the  part-time  therapist  at  Bromley,  but  arrangements  to  open  a full-time  clinic  in  Bromley  have  been 
completed  and  the  new  therapist  will  take  up  her  duties  there  in  3 months  time. 

Students  from  the  Speech  Therapy  Training  Schools  in  London  have  continued  to  receive  practical 
experience  and  training  under  the  speech  therapists  appointed  to  the  Bexley,  Crayford  and  Sidcup 
clinics. 

Visitors  to  the  clinics  have  included  Health  Visitors,  Child  Welfare  Officers,  Teachers  and  Nurses 
in  training,  as  well  as  speech  therapy  students  and  school  leavers  considering  speech  therapy  as  a career. 
Lectures  have  been  given  by  speech  therapists  at  various  courses  and  to  various  associations  in  the 
county,  such  as  the  courses  held  for  Mental  Health  Workers  and  at  Adult  Education  Centres  and  to 
such  associations  as  Parent -Teacher  Associations. 

A close  liaison  has  been  maintained  between  teachers  and  other  staff  of  the  Education  and  Health 
Departments;  therapists  have  visited  the  schools  and  teachers  have  visited  the  clinics  where  necessary. 
There  have  been  case  discussions  with  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  and  with  other  members  of  the 
School  Health  staff  and  with  consultants  in  the  hospital  service. 

Consultation  with  the  various  specialists  is  an  integral  part  of  the  work  being  undertaken;  consul- 
tants send  patients  to  the  clinics  and  speech  therapists  have  the  opportunity  of  recommending  appoint- 
ments with  consultants  in  hospitals.  The  seconding  of  certain  speech  therapists  to  work  for  one  session 
per  week  in  hospitals  has  continued;  speech  therapists  appointed  full-time  to  the  County’s  staff  now 
attend  at  West  Hill  Hospital,  Dartford,  the  Kent  and  Canterbury  Hospital,  Canterbury  and  at  the 
Orpington  Hospital. 

The  following  table  lists  the  clinics,  the  number  of  sessions  held  and  the  waiting  lists  at  each  clinic 


at  the  end  of  1958.” 

Clinic 

Sessions 

A 7 umber  on  waiting  list 
at  end  of  December  1958 

Ashford 

4 

40 

Beckenham 

10 

65 

Bexley 

12 

21 

Bromley 

1 

157 

Canterbury 

10 

7 

Chatham 

4 

68 

Chislehurst 

2 

19 

Crayford 

7 

47 

Dartford 

2 

0 

Deal 

4 

20 

Folkestone 

6 

38 

Gillingham 

10 

73 

Gravesend 

2 

81 

Maidstone 

6 

78 

Margate 

10 

35 

Sidcup 

13 

72 

Tonbridge 

4 

19 

Tunbridge  Wells 

2 

22 

Maidstone  Special  Cases 

. . As  required 

0 

Valence  Special  School 

2 

DENTAL  SERVICES 

0 

Mr.  F.  J.  Saunders,  Principal  School  Dental  Officer,  reports: — 

"The  growing  need  to  provide  a periodic  inspection  for  all  children  continued  to  be  a major 
problem  and  the  only  adequate  solution  appears  to  be  more  staff  to  use  effectively  the  accommodation 
available  for  treatment.  The  staffing  position  in  the  county  now  is  largely  being  maintained  by  part- 
time  officers.  The  total  number  of  dental  surgeons  excluding  the  Principal  Dental  Officer  employed  in 
the  County  Service  on  the  31st  December,  was  22  full-time  and  30  part-time,  compared  with  33  full 
time  and  3 part-time  on  the  31st  December,  1948.  The  following  are  comparative  statistics  relating  to 
the  amount  of  time  devoted  to  inspection  and  treatment  of  children  for  1948  and  1958: — 


Number  on  school  roll 

1948 

181,710 

1958 

240,260 

Number  of  treatment  sessions 

13,743 

14,287 

Number  of  inspection  sessions 

750 

801 

Number  of  children  inspected 

105,209 

116,536 

Number  referred  for  treatment 

57,707 

61,478 

Number  actualty  treated 

46,502 

31,350 

Number  of  attendances 

117,247 

117,163 
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The  30  part-time  staff  in  terms  of  whole-time  dentists  was  equivalent  to  10  8/llths  which  made 
available  a total  of  32  8/llths  whole-time  officers  to  carry  out  the  duties  imposed  on  the  Council  under 
Part  II  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  and  the  “Education  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act, 
1953’’  whereby  Local  Authorities  are  required  to  make  available  comprehensive  facilities  for  free  school 
dental  treatment.  During  the  year  one  whole  time  and  three  part-time  officers  left  the  service  and  one 
whole  time  officer,  on  reaching  retirement  age,  was  re-engaged  on  a pro  rata  salary  to  work  ten  sessions 
each  week.  In  addition  four  part-time  sessional  appointments  were  made  and  another  appointed  at  the 
end  of  December  on  a pro  rata  salary  to  work  three  days  each  week  on  a mobile  caravan  in  the  rural 
district  of  Tunbridge  Wells  will  commence  duty  on  the  3rd  February  next  year.  Tnree  part-time  dentists 
employed  on  short-term  appointments  devoted  131  half-day  sessions  to  inspection  and  treatment  of 
children  in  Erith,  Gillingham  and  St.  Paul’s  Cray.  The  number  employed  in  Beckenham,  Bexley, 
Bromley  and  Gillingham  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  equivalent  to  1 9/llths,  2 4/llths,  2 2/llths, 
1 4/llths  respectively,  compared  with  1 8/llths,  2 4/llths,  1 5/llths,  1 3/llthsin  1957. 

A summary  of  the  amount  of  work  carried  out  in  the  excepted  districts  during  the  year  is  shown 
below: — 


Number  of  children  inspected 


( a ) At  periodic  inspections 

19,333 

(b)  As  specials 

6,335 

Number  found  to  require  treatment 

16,754 

Number  offered  treatment 

14,906 

Number  actually  treated 

6,753 

Number  of  attendances 

26,758 

Half  days  devoted  to 

School  inspections 

, , 

128 

Treatment 

•• 

2,413 

Fillings 

Permanent  teeth  . . 

, . 

13,534 

Temporary  teeth  . . 

•• 

2,560 

Number  of  teeth  filled 

Permanent  teeth  . . 

. , 

11,221 

Temporary  teetn  . . 

2,282 

Extractions 

Permanent  teeth 

2,297 

Temporary  teeth 

Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for 

5,562 

extraction 

3,847 

Orthodontics 

Cases  commenced  during  the  year 

, , 

262 

Cases  carried  forward  from  previous  year 

395 

Cases  completed  during  the  year 

186 

Cases  discontinued  during  the  year 

46 

Pupils  treated  with  appliances  . . 

370 

Removable  appliances  fitted 

382 

Fixed  appliances  fitted 

— 

Total  attendances 

Number  of  pupils  supplied  with  artificial 

3,252 

dentures 

42 

Other  operations 

Permanent  teeth 

, , 

6,943 

Temporary  teeth  . . 

• • 

1,975 

During  the  year  the  equivalent  of  1 3/llths  whole-time  officers  devoted  647|  half-day  sessions  to 
the  care  of  mothers  and  young  children,  leaving  the  equivalent  of  31  5/llths  for  school  health  service 
work.  On  this  basis,  the  overall  allocation  of  children  to  each  dentist  was  reduced  from  7,990  in  1957  to 
7,638.  To  provide  a comprehensive  service  in  addition  to  the  care  of  mothers  and  young  children  for 
some  240,260  children  on  the  school  roll  with  a maximum  of  3,000  to  one  Dental  Officer,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  Ministry  of  Education,  would  need  80  officers.  To  meet  the  shortage  of  qualified  dental 
surgeons  provision  is  made  in  the  Dentists  Act,  1956,  to  train  suitable  women  as  ancillary  workers  to 
work  in  a Hospital  or  a Local  Authority  clinic  under  the  supervision  of  a Dental  Officer.  The  function 
of  these  ancillaries  will  comprise  the  extraction  of  temporary  teeth  and  a limited  amount  of  conservative 
operations  on  temporary  and  permanent  teeth,  thereby  leaving  the  Dental  Officer  with  more  time  to 
spend  on  treatment  of  a specialised  nature.  I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  Education  Committee  has 
sanctioned  the  appointment  of  four  ancillary  workers  when  they  are  available  to  work  in  clinics 
equipped  with  two  surgeries. 
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Of  approximately  240,260  children  on  the  school  roll,  3,029  more  than  last  year,  104,767  (43.6%) 
had  a routine  inspection  at  school.  In  addition  there  were  11,769  special  applications  making  a total  of 
116,536  inspected,  which  is  48.5%  of  the  school  population  compared  with  45.4%  in  1957.  Of  65,033 
found  in  need  of  treatment  at  the  time  of  inspection,  61,478  were  referred  for  attention,  which  is  4,004 
more  than  in  the  previous  year.  31,350  actually  received  treatment  against  33,032  in  1948.  The  duties 
of  the  oral  hygienist  working  under  the  direction  of  the  dental  officer  at  Gravesend,  Orpington,  Sidcup, 
Welling,  St.  Paul’s  Cray  and  Chatham  included  the  teaching  of  oral  hygiene,  scaling,  polishing  and 
cleaning  of  teeth  and  the  application  of  prophylactic  substances  to  the  surfaces  of  the  teeth.  The 
following  table  shows  the  amount  of  work  done  and  time  spent  on  oral  hygiene  instruction  for  children 
under  16  years  of  age: — 


Number  of  sessions  worked 

Number  of  patients  treated 

Number  of  scalings  and  polishings 

Time  spent  on  individual  dental  health  education  . . 


530 

2,245 

2,383 

354J  hours 


As  it  had  not  been  possible  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  the  Orthodontic  Dental 
Surgeon  in  February  1956  the  treatment  of  children  in  need  of  this  service  was,  as  in  the  previous  year, 
largely  carried  out  by  the  County  Dental  Officers,  cases  requiring  complex  treatment  of  a specialised 
nature  were  referred  to  hospitals  in  Maidstone,  London  and  East  Grinstead  for  treatment.  Although 
the  incidence  of  dental  disease  and  irregularities  in  children’s  teeth  remains  high,  the  general  condition 
of  their  teeth  at  the  time  of  inspection  at  school  had  improved  because  more  children  had  received 
adequate  treatment  under  the  National  Health  Service.  The  manufacture  of  an  orthodontic  appliance 
in  the  County  workshops  for  a school  child  takes  from  two  to  three  weeks  compared  with  nine  to  twelve 
weeks  in  1956.  Details  of  tne  number  of  appliances  made  in  the  County  workshops  compared  with  those 
made  in  1956  and  1957  are:— 


Year 

Dentures 

Remakes 

Repairs 

Ortho< 

Appli 

iontic 

ances 

Remakes 

Repairs 

Oral 

Screens 

Upper 

Lower 

1958 

426 

15 

76 

1,224 

51 

1 

223 

138 

1957 

335 

7 

86 

1,212 

98 

1 

197 

163 

1956 

342 

7 

77 

1,262 

62 

11 

181 

200 

461  patients  requiring  X-ray  and  76  in  need  of  specialised  treatment  were  sent  to  the  nearest  hospital. 
In  addition  106  were  X-rayed  in  the  mobile  caravans  and  in  two  clinics  fitted  with  X-ray  apparatus. 
Of  the  number  of  permanent  teeth  extracted  as  recorded  in  Table  13,  page  31,  920  were  for  regulation 
purposes.  Of  1 ,497  children  under  orthodontic  treatment  during  the  year  with  appliances  916  completed 
it  and  400  cases  wearing  appliances  were  carried  forward  to  1959  and  181  discontinued  treatment  for 
various  reasons. 

With  regard  to  the  outstanding  proposals  submitted  for  alternative  accommodation  in  Borough 
Green,  Rochester,  Dartford,  Swanley,  Faversham  and  Tenterden,  it  had  only  been  possible  to  complete 
the  new  clinic  at  Tenterden  which  was  opened  in  December.  The  surgery  was  furnished  with  modern 
equipment  transferred  from  the  second  surgery  at  Canterbury  which  could  not  be  brought  into  use 
because  of  the  shortage  of  staff.  In  addition  to  these  proposals  attention  needs  to  be  given  to  the 
general  improvement  or  replacement  of  the  existing  premises  at  Biggin  Hill,  Chislehurst,  Crayford, 
Edenbridge,  New  Romney,  Paddock  Wood,  Snodland,  Tunbridge  Wells,  Broadstairs,  Mottingham, 
Northfleet,  Deal  and  Whit  stable,  before  they  can  be  furnished  with  modern  equipment.  Of  65  surgeries 
provided  in  55  permanent  buildings  8 were  in  full  use  and  57  in  part  use.  Diming  the  year  5 temporary 
buildings  were  used  for  the  treatment  of  children,  whose  parents  could  not  attend  a permanent  clinic 
because  of  distance  and  transport  difficulties.  To  provide  a regular  inspection  and  treatment  service  for 
boys  at  Halstead  School  a temporary  clinic  held  fortnightly,  was  established  in  acccommodation  made 
available  at  the  school. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  six  dental  officers  to  attend  a Post  Graduate  Course  of  lectures  and 
demonstrations  at  the  Institute  of  Dental  Surgery,  Eastman  Hospital,  London,  in  January  and  the 
Committee  gave  consent  for  three  dental  officers  to  attend  the  Annual  Conference  of  the  British  Dental 
Association  held  at  Dundee.  In  addition  arrangements  were  made  for  an  orthodontic  consultant  to  give 
a series  of  four  lectures  to  the  staff  at  the  County  Hall  at  intervals  between  October  1958  and  June  1959. 

Other  operations  include  permanent  and  temporary  dressings,  silver  nitrate  treatments,  root  and 
canal  dressings,  acrylic  and  precious  metal  caps,  crowns,  inlays  and  impressions,  bites,  try  ins,  easings 
and  adjustments  to  orthodontic  appliances.  Orthodontic  attendances  at  the  rate  of  12  per  session 
utilised  the  time  of  approximately  21  whole  time  officers.  The  ratio  of  permanent  teeth  filled  to  extracted 
was  5.4  to  1 compared  with  4.9  to  1 in  1957.  The  average  daily  output  of  work  compared  with  the 


previous  year  was: — 

No.  of 
Attendances 

No.  of 

New  Patients 

No.  of  Teeth 
Extracted 

No.  of  Fillings 
Inserted 

1958  . . 

16.51 

4.39 

5.92 

8.76 

1957  . . 

16.96 

4.86 

6.66 

8.96 

14 


1,026  half-day  sessions  were  lost  on  account  of  unavoidable  absence  of  the  dental  surgeon  from  duty 
compared  with  572  in  the  previous  year.  During  the  year  two  dental  attendants  left  the  seivice  on 
reaching  the  age  of  retirement,  and  three  resigned  their  appointment.  All  were  replaced  and  four  more 
were  appointed  on  a sessional  basis  to  assist  additional  part-time  offcers  and  to  undertake  relief  duty 
during  times  of  sickness.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Committee  employed  34  whole-time  and  6 part- 
time  dental  attendants  to  assist  the  dental  offcers  in  their  work.  The  influenza  epidemic  which  attacked 
so  many  school  children  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  caused  many  broken  appointments  for  treatment, 
which  could  not  be  replaced  with  other  children  in  clinics  where  the  dental  officers  were  only  in 
attendance  one  day  a week.” 


HANDICAPPED  CHILDREN 

Dr.  C.  Campbell  reports: — 

(a)  Seabrook  Lodge  Special  School,  Hythe.  ( E.S.N . School ) 

‘‘The  number  of  pupils  in  1958  remained  at  96.  There  were  16  cases  of  chicken  pox  in  the  autumn 
but  otherwise  the  general  health  was  good. 

Where  the  parents  consent  had  been  obtained  immunisation  against  poliomyelitis  and  tuberculosis 
was  undertaken.  No  cases  referred  to  the  chest  physician  with  positive  Mantoux  were  considered  to 
have  active  tuberculosis. 

Forty-eight  boys  were  seen  by  the  dentist  and  eighteen  at  the  eye  clinic.  Besides  this  numerous 
visits  to  other  hospitals,  either  for  treatment  or  re-examination  were  undertaken. 

Routine  physical  and  special  mental  examinations  were  carried  out  regularly.  Cne  boy  was 
removed  from  the  school  because  of  a behaviour  disorder  and  is  now  living  at  home  under  the  super- 
vision of  Canterbury  Child  Guidance  Clinic. 

Of  the  bovs  who  left  school  all  were  considered  to  be  fit  for  employment.” 

Dr.  Gower-Isaac  reports:— 

(b)  Broomhill  Bank,  Tunbridge  Wells.  (E.S.N.  School ) 

‘‘During  the  year  extensive  building  alterations  and  extensions  were  carried  out,  giving  extra 
dormitory  accommodation  with  common  rooms  and  rest  rooms  and  a very  good  medical  wing  with  sick 
rooms,  medical  room  and  sluice,  all  separate  from  the  main  dormitories. 

The  numbers  rose  from  75  to  95,  divided  into  three  houses  of  35,  40  and  20  in  number.  Each  of 
these  groups  has  a house  mistress  and  a house  mother.  There  will  be  room  for  further  boarders  when 
staffing  is  complete. 

There  were  several  new  additions  to  the  staff  including  married  teachers;  it  has  not  yet  been  possible 
to  obtain  a permanent  assistant  matron  with  nursing  experience. 

In  January  1958  there  was  a moderate  outbreak  of  influenza.  About  30  girls  were  affected,  but  no 
very  serious  complications  ensued.  In  October  there  was  a mild  but  troublesome  throat  infection, 
about  25  girls  affected — otherwise  the  general  health  of  the  girls  has  been  good. 

There  were  sessions  for  B.C.G.  innoculation,  8 girls  accepting,  one  of  whom  had  a positive  Mantoux 
test.  Thirty  girls  were  vaccinated  against  poliomyelitis  and  51  attended  Mass  X-ray.  Only  two  required 
further  examination,  but  had  no  positive  findings.  Eleven  girls  attended  the  orthopaedic  clinic.  Two 
attended  regularly  for  exercises  and  one  had  anight  splint.  Twelve  girls  attended  the  ophthalmic  clinic; 
two  were  advised  to  discard  spectacles.  One  partially  sighted  girl  left  in  August  1957. 

Hospital  attendances  were  necessary  in  the  following  cases: — 

One  attended  regularly  for  treatment  of  an  extensive  naevus  of  face; 

One  for  orthoptic  exercises; 

One  who  is  partially  deaf  attends  lip-reading  classes  and  wears  a hearing  aid; 

One  less  deaf  has  a hearing  aid  but  was  found  unable  to  benefit  from  lip-reading  classes 
because  of  lack  of  comprehension; 

One  girl  is  awaiting  treament  in  Great  Ormond  Street  for  patulous  anus; 

Two  girls  were  referred  for  congenital  cardiac  defect,  one  being  referred  on  to  Great  Ormond 
Street,  the  other  remaining  under  the  supervision  of  the  paediatrician  in  Tunbridge  Wells; 

A case  of  petit  mal  is  under  treatment; 

One  girl  of  16  absconded  and  as  this  was  not  her  first  offence  it  was  felt  desirable  that  she 
should  not  return  to  complete  the  term; 

One  other  failed  to  return  to  complete  her  16th  year; 

A physically  handicapped  girl  of  17  is  to  go  to  St.  Mary’s  Convent  for  further  training  in 
domestic  work.” 

Dr.  F.W.  W.  Fox  reports: — 

(c)  Halstead  Place  Boarding  School  for  Boys.  (E.S.N.) 

“The  health  of  the  boys  has  been  satisfactory.  There  have  been  no  epidemics  and  their  physical 
condition  continues  to  improve.  Outdoor  activities,  including  gardening,  play  a prominent  part  in  the 
life  of  the  school;  in  addition  to  inter-House  competitions  there  are  three  football  teams  which  play 
matches  against  other  schools  and  clubs  in  the  neighbourhood;  competitions  are  also  arranged  against 
other  teams  in  athletics  and  in  cross-country  running.  During  the  summer  the  boys  visit  the  Chipstead 
Baths  and  20  have  learned  to  swim  since  their  admission  to  the  school.  Certificates  have  been  awarded 
to  24  boys  for  jumping  into  and  swimming  25  yards  in  deep  water.  The  11th  Sevenoaks  Troop  of  Boy 
Scouts  is  composed  of  18  boys  of  the  school  who  attended  three  camps  during  the  year. 


15 


Thirty-four  boys  with  postural  and  other  physical  defects  attended  remedial  classes  conducted  by 
the  master  in  charge  of  physical  education  and  a physiotherapist  has  visited  from  time  to  time  to 
supervise  the  treatment  of  those  with  unsatisfactory  manual  dexterity.  Three  boys  were  referred  to  the 
Tunbridge  Wells  Child  Guidance  Clinic  for  advice,  9 visited  the  Sevenoaks  Ophthalmic  Clinic  and  104 
were  attended  at  school  by  the  Dental  Surgeon.  A Speech  Therapist  conducted  a weekend  conference 
with  the  school  staff  and,  under  her  supervision,  18  boys  now  have  speech  training  and  remedial  speech 
therapy.  Three  boys  were  referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic  but  no  evidence  of  disease  was  found.  A number 
of  boys  have  attended  the  Casualty  and  Out-Patients’  Departments  of  the  Farnborough  Hospital  and 
three  had  operative  treatment  on  account  of  appendicitis,  strabismus  and  undescended  testicle.  In  the 
school  there  are  four  mongols  and  four  epileptics  but  only  one  of  the  latter  suffered  from  fits.  Three 
boys  are  hard  of  hearing  but  only  one  has  needed  a hearing  aid.  Two  boys  were  occasionally  and  one 
was  persistently  encopretic;  three  were  occasional  and  sixteen  persistent  enuretics;  two  of  the  enuretics 
were  treated  with  Disipidin  Snuff  but  without  any  beneficial  effect. 

During  the  year  one  boy  was  transferred  to  Seabrook  Lodge  School,  another  to  the  Eastry 
Children’s  Home  and  three  were  removed  by  their  parents.  Of  the  13  who  left  at  the  age  of  16  years 
7 were  placed  in  remunerative  employment.  There  were  21  admissions  and  115  boys  remained  on  the 
register  at  the  end  of  the  December  term.” 


Dr.  H.  M.  Denholm  Young  reports:- — 

(d)  Hextable  Special  School  for  Boys  ( E.S.N . School) 

“There  are  24  boys  resident,  but  next  year  when  the  second  house  is  ready  for  occupation  there 
will  be  room  for  48,  including  24  girls.  A sick  bay  is  being  prepared  and  should  be  ready  in  spring. 
One  boy  is  away  temporarily  due  to  an  accident  to  his  buttock  in  the  swimming  bath.  One  emergency 
case  was  admitted  to  take  his  place  in  school  as  another  is  due  to  leave. 

Six  new  boys  were  admitted  in  1958  and  6 left  (1  ineducable,  1 abroad  and  4 to  Halstead  School). 

The  ages  are  from  7 3rears  3 months  to  the  oldest  who  is  11  years  1 month.  Each  had  his  I.Q. 
estimated  in  1958  and  the  lowest  was  45  (but  he  is  very  variable  and  probably  higher)  and  the  highest 
89.  All  had  a routine  medical  examination  and  defects  were  reviewed  also.  None  were  persistent 
enuretics  but  3 fairly  frequently  wet  their  beds  and  one  does  occasionally.  There  was  one  case  of 
encopresis  but  he  has  been  clean  for  a month. 

The  dentist  treated  8 boys.  Five  attended  E.N.T.  surgeon  and  2 had  adenoids  removed  and  1 
mastoidectomy.  Ten  attended  the  eye  clinic  and  11  attended  the  College  of  Physical  Education  for 
exercises.  Two  attended  the  orthopaedic  clinic  and  one  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic.  A speech  therapist 
visits  monthly  and  sees  all  the  boys  and  7 are  having  speech  defects  treated.  None  had  fits  in  1958. 

There  were  6 attacks  of  otitis  media  (affecting  4 boys  only),  7 cases  of  chicken  pox,  1 of  shingles, 
4 had  gastric  ’flu  and  there  was  an  outbreak  of  mild  Sonne  djrsentery. 

Six  had  diphtheria  immunisation  and  14  booster  doses.  Fourteen  had  polio  vaccination  and  2 had 
the  third  dose.  All  boys  gained  weight  and  all  went  home  for  2 weekends  per  term,  the  parents  visiting 
the  school  to  transport  them.  All  receive  regular  letters  from  home  and  all  have  pocket  money.  There 
was  one  visit  to  the  circus  and  one  to  a pantomime. 

There  is  a strikingly  good  liaison  between  the  parents  and  head  master. 

There  are  2 classes  and  2 teachers  and  the  headmaster  also  teaches  the  boj’s.  All  have  made  some 
progress,  except  the  one  boy  who  proved  ineducable  and  left.  Six  are  complete  non  readers,  six  know  a 
few  words  and  12  can  read. 

The  atmosphere  continues  to  be  most  happy  for  the  boys,  strict  yet  homely  and  with  very  success- 
ful training  of  character.” 


Dr.  C.  H.  Harper  reports: — 

(i)  Laleham  School,  Margate.  ( Delicate  Children ) 

“This  school  opened  each  term  without  receiving  the  maximum  capacity  of  children,  but  during 
the  terms  the  highest  rolls  were  112  (51  boys  and  61  girls)  for  the  Spring  term,  of  which  16  were  out- 
county,  108  (50  boys  and  58  girls),  of  which  13  were  out  county  during  the  Summer  term,  and  112  were 
eventually  admitted  in  the  Autumn  term,  consisting  of  50  boys  and  62  girls  of  which  16  were  out- 
county.  The  conditions  which  necessitated  their  admission  to  the  school  are  shown  in  the  following 
table: — 


Diagnosis 

Spring 

Summer 

A utumn 

Term 

Term 

Term 

Asthma 

35 

42 

41 

Bronchitis  and  bronchiectasis 

19 

15 

16 

Debility 

34 

36 

35 

Nutritionally  subnormal 

3 

4 

8 

Convalescent  tuberculosis  and  contacts  . . 

4 

6 

9 

Psychological  instability  . . 

21 

20 

24 

Unsatisfactory  home  background 
Miscellaneous,  e.g.  epilepsy,  cong.  heart 

33 

25 

49 

etc. 

6 

11 

11 

16 


Apart  from  the  above  factors,  several  of  the  children  suffered  from  enuresis,  mainly  nocturnal, 
17,  of  which  5 were  persistent  during  the  Spring  Term,  16,  of  which  4 were  persistent  during  the  Summer 
Term,  and  14  cases  were  recorded  during  the  Autumn  Term,  of  which  4 were  persistent  in  spite  of 
treatment . 

As  usual,  children  found  to  have  specific  defects  which  might  require  treatment  were  referred  for  a 
specialist  opinion;  77  children  during  the  Spring  Term,  70  during  the  Summer  Term,  and  43  during  the 
Autumn  Term  were  seen  by  the  orthopaedic  surgeon,  and  the  majority  received  training  in  remedial 
exercises  which  included  the  asthmatic  group. 

Between  11 — 14  children  were  examined  each  term  by  the  ophthalmologist,  who  prescribed 
glasses  for  16  in  all. 

The  Dental  Surgeon  inspected  the  whole  School  each  term,  and  the  number  of  treatments  required 
for  the  three  terms  were  89,  97  and  119. 

Improvement  in  the  physique  of  the  children  is  shown  by  the  following  table  of  average  gains  in 
weight  and  height  during  the  year: — 


Spring  Term 
Boys  Girls 

3.25  5.6 

0.6  0.4 


Summer  Term 
Boys  Girls 

3.1  3.2 

0.6  0.5 


Autumn  Term 
Boys  Girls 

5.1  5.3 

0.5  0.6 


Average  weight  gain  (lbs.) . . 

Average  height  gain  (ins.)  . . 

Of  intercurrent  illness  during  the  year,  this  was  limited  to  an  outbreak  of  actute  Pharyngitis 
during  the  Spring  Term.  A similar  outbreak  of  sore  throats  occurred  in  the  Summer  Term,  and  a num- 
ber of  children  went  down  with  acute  gastro  enteritis  during  the  last  term. 

All  new  children  were  given  a tuberculin  skin  test  by  the  Chest  Clinic,  and  when  necessary  they 
were  given  B.C.G.  vaccination.  Eighteen  children  received  first  or  second  doses  of  anti-poliomyelitis 
vaccine  during  the  year. 

I inspected  the  whole  school  once  a month,  and  I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  record  that  the  majority 
of  the  children  were  greatly  benefited  in  health  after  residing  at  the  school  for  three  terms,  this  being 
particularly  noticeable  in  the  asthmatic  group  as  was  found  in  previous  years.  However,  it  is  with  the 
deepest  regret  that  I have  to  record  the  sudden  death  of  one  of  the  girls,  a most  severe  and  persistent 
asthmatic. 


(ii)  Gap  House  School,  Broadstairs.  ( Delicate  Children) 

The  Junior  School  opened  in  January  with  a roll  of  29,  20  boys  and  9 girls;  30  children, 
21  boys  and  9 girls  were  admitted  for  the  Summer  Term,  and  29,  18  boys  and  11  girls  in  the  Autumn 
Term. 


The  conditions  for  which  they  were  admitted  to  the  school  are  shown  in  the  following  table: — 


Diagnosis 

Spring 

Summer 

Autumn 

Recurrent  bronchitis  and  upper  respira- 

Term 

Term 

Term 

tory  infection 

8 

11 

15 

Asthma  and  eczema 

11 

16 

10 

Nutritionally  subnormal  and  debility  . . 
Convalescent  tubercular  cases  and  con- 

14 

10 

12 

tacts 

4 

4 

1 

Psychological  instability 

13 

14 

8 

Unsatisfactory  home  background 
Miscellaneous,  e.g.  congenital  heart, 

13 

14 

8 

spastic,  etc.  . . 

4 

5 

1 

Enuresis,  mostly  nocturnal,  was  an  associated  symptom  in  the  case  of  3 of  the  children  each  term, 
and  occasional  encopresis  occurred  with  3 children  in  the  Spring  Term. 

During  the  three,  terms,  the  following  numbers  of  children  were  seen  by  specialists  (a)  orthopaedic, 
13,  10  of  which  received  remedial  exercise  training  as  well  as  the  asthmatic  group,  (b)  ophthalmic, 
2 children,  and  (c)  dental,  7 children. 

The  majority  of  the  children  improved  in  physique  during  their  stay  at  the  school  as  shown  by  the 
following  table  of  average  gains  in  weight  and  height: — 

Spring  Term  Summer  Term  Autumn  Term 
Boys  Girls  Boys  Girls  Boys  Girls 
Average  weight  gain  (lbs.) . . 2.91  2.95  0.9  3.28  3.0  3.16 

Average  height  gain  (ins.) . . 0.37  0.44  0.64  0.5  0.61  0.7 

Intercurrent  infection  during  the  year  was  slight,  1 child  had  tonsillitis,  and  2 others  suffered  from 
influenza  and  bronchitis. 

Eight  children  received  diphtheria  immunisation  doses  during  the  Spring  Term,  and  5 children 
were  vaccinated  against  poliomyelitis  during  the  Summer  and  Autumn  Terms. 

I made  a routine  inspection  of  the  children  once  a month  each  term.” 


Dr.  M.  E.  Long  reports: — 

(/)  Open  Air  School  {Day)  for  Delicate  Children,  Rusthall. 

“Seventy-five  children  attended  the  school  during  the  year  of  1958. 

There  were  eighteen  admissions  and  seventeen  discharges  of  which  in  the  latter  group  nine  children 
transferred  to  primary  or  secondary  schools,  five  were  admitted  to  special  schools  for  educationally 
subnormal  children,  one  boy  is  off  roll  awaiting  admission  to  a residential  school,  and  one  girl  was 
notified  to  the  Mental  Health  Authority  under  Section  57  (3)  of  the  Act. 
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Table  of  Age  Groups 


5-7  yrs. 

8-11  yrs. 

12  yrs.  and  over 

Total 

24 

37 

14 

75 

Classification  of  Defects 


Delicate 

Heart 

Lung 

Orthopaedic 

Neurological 

Asthma 

Other 

Paresis 

Epilepsy 

20 

7 

8 

2 

1 

6 

7 

Developmental 

Maladjusted 

E.S.N. 

Total 

4 

5 

15 

75 

Intelligence  Quotient  Range 


Of  the  49  children  ascertained,  27  by  medical  officers  on  2 H.P. 


Over 

120 

120-100 

109-100 

99-90 

89-80 

79-70 

69-60 

59-50 

Under 

50 

1 

0 

4 

6 

12 

10 

7 

8 

1 

There  are  three  children  awaiting  ascertainment,  which  has  hitherto  been  deferred  owing  to  over-riding 
behaviour  problem. 

Improvements  in  heating  and  lighting  have  been  completed  but  the  installation  of  a hot  water 
supply  to  the  toilets  is  still  a need. 

A physiotherapist  has  attended  twice  weekly  and  the  benefit  is  noticeable. 

Difficulties  have  arisen  in  providing  facilities  for  handicraft  for  the  older  boys  and  it  is  of  concern 
that  at  least  five  boys  of  over  twelve  years  will  be  deprived  of  this  branch  of  education.  The  girls  of  a 
similar  age  have  had  the  continued  advantage  of  attending  a domestic  science  class  at  a Girls'  Secondary 
Modern  School. 

Once  again  the  school  has  been  free  from  any  infectious  epidemic.” 

Dr.  G.  Stableforth  reports: — 

(g)  Valence  School  for  Physically  Handicapped  Children. 

“The  number  of  children  on  the  school  roll  at  the  end  of  the  year  . . 75 

Admissions  during  the  year  . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 

Discharges  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 


Classification  of  Defects 

(1 ) Neurological  lesions 

(al  Cerebral  palsies  . . . • . . . . . . 40 

(b)  Spinal  cord  lesions  . . . . . . . . 6 

(c)  Sequelae  of  anterior  poliomyelitis  . . . . 16 

(d)  Congenital  absence  of  sensory  nerves  . . . . 1 

(e)  Epilepsies  (symptomatic)  . . . . . . 7 

(f)  Hydrocephalus  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

(g)  Muscular  dystrophy  . . . . . . . . 2 

(2)  Heart  disease — congenital..  ..  ..  ..  ..  2 

(3)  Muscle  diseases  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

(4)  Muscle  with  associated  skin  lesion  . . . . . . 1 

(5)  Blood  diseases  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

(6)  Respiratory  disease  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

(7)  Bone  disease  and  deformity  . . . . . . . . 10 

(8)  Joint  disease  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

(9)  Internal  congenital  malformation  . . . . . . 1 

(10)  Defective  hearing  . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 


Some  of  the  children  suffered  from  multiple  defects;  the  seven  cases  of  deafness  were  all  associated 
with  other  defects;  five  of  these  children  were  supplied  with  hearing  aids. 
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Admissions  to  the  sick  bay  during  the  year  were  172;  the  majority  of  these  were  suffering  from 
feverish  colds,  but  there  were  5 cases  of  pneumonitis,  2 tonsillitis.  In  the  Spring  Term  3 children 
developed  chicken-pox.  In  the  Summer  Term  one  boy  developed  nephritis  and  was  treated  in  the  sick 
bay.  In  the  Autumn  Term  there  was  a mild  outbreak  of  “Winter  vomiting” — the  duration  of  the  illness 
being  3 to  5 days  generally  per  case.  Two  children  suffering  from  heart  trouble  have  had  to  have  varying 
periods  in  sick  bay — also  the  haemophiliacs  have  had  to  be  immobilised  as  requirements  demanded.  In 
addition  to  these  we  have  continued  the  custom  of  giving  odd  days  of  rest  to  children  showing  fatigue 
which  is  not  unusual  in  physically  handicapped  children  of  the  severity  shown  in  some  of  our  cases. 
Those  requiring  treatment  were  attended  by  Dr.  Weston,  the  local  general  practitioner,  and  the 
nursing  was  carried  out  by  the  two  resident  nurses,  Miss  Chubb  and  Mrs  Davies. 


Number  of  Children  Admitted  to  Hospital 


(1) 

Non-operative  orthopaedic  cases 

2 

(2) 

Orthopaedic  cases  requiring  operation 

6 

(3) 

General  surgical  cases 

6 

(4) 

Medical  cases 

2 for  investigations;  1 suffering  from  pyelonephritis  . . 

3 

Number  of  Children  who  Attended  Hospital  Out-Patients’ 

Departments  or  Clinics 

(1) 

Orthopaedic  cases — for  treatment,  review  or  renewal  of  appliances . . 

47 

(2) 

Medical  cases  for  review  or  for  special  investigations 

11 

(3) 

Surgical  cases 

6 

(4) 

Throat,  nose  and  ear  cases 

3 

(5) 

Ophthalmic  Cases 

16 

(6) 

Dental  treatment,  4 had  orthodontic  treatment 

66 

(7) 

Chiropody 

1 

The  dental  surgeon  visited  the  school  on  three  occasions  and  those  children  found  to  require 
“treatment  attended  the  clinic. 

Mr.  Mayer,  the  orthopaedic  surgeon,  visited  the  school  six  times  during  the  year.  The  physio- 
therapists, Miss  Cheeseman,  Miss  Mozley-Stark  and  Mrs  Walters  gave  regular  physiotherapy  and  Miss 
Formby,  our  speech  therapist,  treated  those  cases  requiring  speech  therapy.  Each  child  had  two  full 
routine  medical  examinations  and  other  medical  examinations  for  particular  defects  as  required;  they 
are  also  mentally  tested  at  various  times  during  the  school  life,  particularly  before  the  boy  or  girl 
leaves  school.  Possible  new  cases  are  seen  with  their  parents  and  the  parents  interviewed;  this  is  very 
helpful. 

Most  of  the  parents  pay  regular  visits  to  see  their  children  during  the  term. 

During  the  year  arrangements  were  made  lor  the  children  to  be  examined  by  Mass  X-rav.  So  far 
33  have  been  seen. 

Tuberculin  skin  tests  were  carried  out  on  13  children,  2 were  positive  reactors  and  had  further 
investigations  made,  but  no  active  lesions  were  found.  Eleven  of  the  children  received  B.C.G.  vaccina- 
tions. 

Twenty-eight  children  received  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis. 

The  mentalities  of  the  children  in  the  school  are  of  similar  pattern  to  those  given  in  earlier  reports, 
that  is,  approximately  a little  more  than  one-third  of  those  ascertained  are  in  the  range  of  average  to 
above  average  mentality.  Of  these  there  are  five  of  “superior  intelligence”  and  two  slightly  above 
average.  Of  the  five  of  “superior  intelligence”  four  suffer  from  neurological  lesions  and  one  in“bone 
defect”  category  and  of  these  five,  plus  the  two  “slightly  above  average”  it  was  interesting  to  note  that 
three  were  cases  of  spinal  cord  lesions,  one  case  of  poliomyelitis,  one  case  of  muscular  dystrophy,  one 
case  of  cerebral  pals}7  and  one  case  of  bone  disease.  At  the  other  end  of  the  scale  of  mental  ability,  two 
“leavers”  were  reported  to  the  local  Health  Authorities  as  being  in  need  of  supervision. 

We  were  all  sorry  to  learn  of  the  death  of  one  of  the  old  scholars,  a very  severely  handicapped  boy 
who  had  succumbed  to  an  infection. 

During  the  summer  holidays  several  of  the  children  went  on  a camping  holiday  with  the  head- 
master, Mr.  Hodgson,  some  of  the  members  of  the  teaching  staff,  the  nurses  and  some  of  the  supervisors. 
They  went  to  the  Lake  District  and  in  spite  of  bad  weather  they  remained  free  from  “illness”  and  all 
appeared  to  have  enjoyed  their  holiday.  Also  during  the  Summer  Term  many  of  th  echildren  have  been 
able  to  go  in  or  be  taken  into  the  swimming  pool  in  the  grounds.  This  has  been  of  considerable  benefit, 
particularly  in  aiding  freer  movements  of  limbs,  the  usual  weight  bearing  effort  required  on  land  being 
greatly  relieved  by  the  smooth  support  of  the  water. 

The  children  are  happily  housed  in  their  new  classrooms.  The  domestic  science  room  has  been 
beautifully  equipped  with  an  adjustable  sink  and  other  appropriate  equipment  that  enable  a handi- 
capped person  to  work  without  being  at  too  great  a disadvantage,  as  is  obvious  when  seeing  the  use 
made  of  them  by  the  girls  and  boys  in  the  class. 

Having  the  new  classrooms  has  allowed  more  space  for  use  as  playrooms  and  library,  which  were  so 
greatly  needed. 

The  periods  for  play  and  helping  with  “estate  work”  in  the  spacious  and  beautiful  grounds  have 
enabled  all  the  children  to  have  health  giving  exercises  according  to  their  physical  capabilities.  In 
addition  their  minds  have  had  extra  stimulation  provided  by  excursions  periodically  made  to  places  of 
interest  such  as  visits  to  the  large  stations,  to  ships,  museums,  historical  buildings  and  not  forgetting 
the  theatre  and  Festival  Hall  to  name  a few  of  their  activities  and  so  a much  wider  experience  is  gained 
and  greatly  enjoyed  by  them.” 
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Handicapped  Pupils  Requiring  Education  at  Special  Schools  or  Eoarding  in  Boarding  Homes 

Table  3 


During  the  calendar  year 
ended  31st  December, 
1958  No.  of  handicapped 
pupils  who — 

(1)  Blind 

(2)  Partially 
sighted 

(3)  Deaf 

(4)  Partially 
Deaf 

(5)  Delicate 
(6)  Physically 
Handicapped 

(7)  Educa- 
tionally 

subnormal 

(8)  Mal- 
adjusted 

(9) 

Epi- 

leptic 

Total 

(l)-(9) 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(10) 

A.  were  newly  placed  in 
special  schools  (other 
than  hospital  special 
schools)  or  boarding 
homes  (See  Note) 

4 

9 

6 

8 

281 

39 

173 

52 

8 

580 

B.  were  newly  assessed 
as  needing  special 
educational  treat- 
ment at  special 
schools  or  in  board- 
ing homes 

6 

11 

4 

12 

302 

49 

250 

86 

10 

730 

Note : Where  appropriate,  pupils  are  included  under  both  A and  B. 


On  or  about  31st 
January,  1959,  number 
of  handicapped  pupils 
who 

(1)  Blind 

(2)  Partially 
sighted 

(3)  Deaf 

(4)  Partially 
Deaf 

(5)  Delicate 
(6)  Physically 
Handicapped 

(7)  Educa- 
tionally 
sub-normal 
(8)  Mal- 
adjusted 

(9) 

Epi- 

leptic 

Total 

UM») 

C. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(10, 

(i)  were  on  the  registers 
of  special  schools  as 
(a)  day  pupils 

2 

23 

16 

15 

82 

66 

138 

4 

346 

( b ) boarding  pupils 

48 

19 

77 

28 

231 

137 

413 

64 

22 

1,039 

(ii)  were  on  the  registers 
of  independent 
schools  under  ar- 
rangements made  by 
the  authority 

l 

3 

13 

7 

10 

25 

44 

125 

1 

229 

(iii)  were  boarded  in 
homes  and  not 
already  included 
under  (i)  or  (ii) 

9 

30 

39 

Total  (C) 

51 

45 

106 

50 

332 

228 

595 

223 

23 

1,653 

D.  were  being  educated 
under  arrangements 
made  under  Section  56 
of  the  Education  Act, 

1944 

(i)  in  hospitals 

4 

63 

4 

71 

(ii)  in  other  groups  (e.g., 
emits  for  spastics, 
convalescent  homes) 

9 

2 

9 

57 

77 

(iiij  at  home 

3 

1 

3 

1 

6 

59 

57 

7 

1 

138 

E.  were  requiring  places 
in  special  schools 

Total  (a)  day 

1 

1 

4 

6 

166 

1 

179 

( b ) boarding 

8 

4 

1 

8 

74 

27 

363 

73 

4 

562 

F.  were  on  the  registers  of  hospital  special  schools  . . . . . . . . . . . . 119 


G.  Number  of  children  reported  to  the  local  health  authority  during  the  year 

(а)  under  Section  57  (3)  (excluding  any  returned  under  (b)  ) . . . . . . . . 100 

(б)  under  Section  57  (3)  relying  on  Section  57  (4)  . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

(c)  under  Section  57  (5)  of  the  Education  Act,  1944  . . . . . . . . . . . . 89 
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Educationally  Subnormal  Pupils 

The  following  information  supplements  that  given  in  the  above  Table  regarding  educationally 


subnormal  pupils: — 

Attending  special  schools  or  suitable  independent  schools  . . . . 595 

Receiving  tuition  at  home  or  in  special  groups*  . . . . . . . . 66 

Awaiting  admission  to  special  schools  . . . . . . . . . . 529 

Attending  ordinary  schools,  other  than  those  awaiting  admission  to 

special  schools  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,107 

Total  number  of  educationally  subnormal  pupils  . . 2,297 


* There  are  two  small  special  groups  in  the  Thanet  area  of  four  and  five  children  respectively 
who  have  been  recommended  for  home  tuition  but  who  are  suitable  for  inclusion  in  such 
a small  group,  thus  securing  almost  individual  attention  but  also  retaining  the  competi- 
tion of  working  with  other  children. 


Children  reported  to  the  Local  Health  Authority  under  Section  57  (5)  of  the  Education  Act  1944, 
for  supervision  after  leaving  school: — 


No.  of  educationally 

subnormal  children  leaning  No.  reported 


Ordinary  schools 

343 

42 

Day  special  schools  . . 

27 

15 

Residential  special  schools  . . 

60  * 

32 

Deal  and  Partially  Deaf  Children 

Children  whose  hearing  requires  investigation  with  a view  to  the  provision  of  special  educational 
treatment  (especially  where  poor  intelligence  may  also  be  a relevant  factor)  are  referred  to  the  Audiology 
Unit  of  the  Royal  National  Throat,  Nose  and  Ear  Hospital,  309  Grays  Inn  Road,  London,  W.C.l, 
or,  where  children  are  already  attending  other  London  or  local  hospitals,  audiometric  testing  is  carried 
out  at  these. 

A special  class  for  partially  deaf  children  is  held  in  the  Marlborough  Road  Annexe  of  the  Byron 
Road  County  Primary  School,  Gillingham.  Children  attend  this  class  in  the  mornings  only  and  attend 
classes  in  ordinary  schools  for  practical  work  as  soon  as  they  are  able  to  do  so.  Nine  children  attend 
this  class.  One  teacher  is  employed:  she  is  a qualified  teacher  of  infants  who  has  visited  the  Audi- 
ology Unit  of  the  Royal  National  Throat,  Nose  and  Ear  Hospital  to  obtain  guidance  on  teaching 
partially  deaf  children. 

Lip-reading  classes  are  held  in  the  Princes  Plain  Clinic,  Bromley,  for  two  hours  each  week: 
classes  are  held  each  Saturday  from  10  a.m.  to  noon.  Eight  children  attend,  instruction  being  given  by  a 
teacher  who  is  an  assistant  master  of  the  Beverley  Day  School  for  the  Deaf,  Greenwich  (L.C.C.). 
Arrangements  have  also  been  made  for  children  to  attend  lip-reading  classes  organised  by  the  Canter- 
bury Education  Authority,  where  instruction  is  given  by  a member  of  the  staff  of  the  Margate  Royal 
School  for  Deaf  Children. 


SCHOOL  MEALS  SERVICE  AND  THE  MILK  IN  SCHOOLS  SCHEME 

The  County  Education  Officer  reports: — 

“The  table  at  the  foot  of  this  section  shows  that  in  the  twelve  months  from  October  1957  to 
October  1958,  the  number  of  children  taking  dinner  rose  by  some  14  per  cent  although  the  number  on 
the  roll  increased  only  by  about  1.3  per  cent.  Although  the  number  of  diners  in  October  1957  was 
reduced  because  of  the  influenza  epidemic  the  increase  in  demand  over  the  year  is  substantial.  It  is 
due,  no  doubt,  in  part  to  the  growth  of  the  tradition  of  dining  at  school.  In  a much  larger  measure, 
however,  it  may  result  from  the  greater  numbers  in  the  secondary  schools  that  are  distant  from  the 
children’s  homes,  and  from  the  substantial  increase  in  the  cost  of  meat  during  the  year,  which  may 
have  led  parents  to  take  advantage  of  the  service  who  might  otherwise  not  have  done  so.  The  rise  in 
the  cost  of  meat  brought  its  own  problems  to  the  service  by  adding  to  the  difficulties  of  catering  to  an 
acceptable  nutritional  standard  within  centrally  controlled  cost  limits. 

During  the  year  production  capacity  was  increased  by  8,500  dinners  daily  by  the  opening  of  26  new 
kitchens.  On  the  31st  December,  1958,  there  were  13  new  kitchens  with  a total  capacity  of  4,160  being 
built.  The  Education  Committee  are  to  take  the  fullest  possible  advantage  of  the  willingness  of  the 
Minister  of  Education , announced  during  the  year,  to  consider  proposals  for  the  improvement  of  dining 
accommodation  at  existing  schools.  There  is  much  to  be  done  in  this  direction. 

It  is  more  difficult  than  ever  to  fill  posts  of  responsibility  with  persons  of  experience  who  are 
adequately  qualified  professionally  and  this  is  giving  rise  to  anxiety. 
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There  has  been  no  change  in  the  arrangements  made  by  the  Education  Committee  for  supplying 
milk  under  the  Milk  in  Schools  Scheme  to  children  in  maintained  and  non-maintained  schools.  I am 
again  pleased  to  report  that  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  recommend  the  termination  of  any  contract 
during  the  year  on  the  grounds  that  the  quality  of  the  milk  supplied  has  been  unsatisfactory.” 


October  1957 

October  1958 

Number  of  pupils  on  the  roll 

236,500 

239,621 

Number  of  pupils  taking  dinner 

109,778 

125,157 

Percentage  of  roll  taking  dinner 

46.4 

52.23 

Number  of  pupils  in  main- 

tained  schools  taking  milk 

174,689 

189,636 

Percentage  of  roll  taking  milk 

73.86 

79.13 

PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 

The  County  Education  Officer  reports: — 

“The  measure  of  the  success  of  the  physical  education  scheme  in  schools  can  be  reckoned  in  various 
terms:  as  a general  therapy  against  infant  humours  or  adolescent  lassitude;  as  a stimulant  against  any 
soporific  tendencies  of  a purely  academic  education;  as  preventive  or  remedial  treatment  of  mild 
postural  deviations;  as  an  antidote  to  the  opiates  of  passive  entertainment  of  the  present  day;  as  a 
relief  from  the  constricting  environment  of  the  classroom ; as  an  introduction  to  the  art  of  movement  as 
expressed  in  ballet  and  other  dance  forms;  or  as  physical  achievement  of  an  athletic  or  sporting  nature. 

Whatever  may  be  the  judgment  on  standards  of  achievement  in  most  of  these  fields  there  can  be 
no  doubt  about  the  progress  in  the  last — the  sports  field!  Wherever  performance  is  measurable, 
standards  have  demonstrably  risen  over  the  years;  so  much  so  that  a state  has  been  reached  where 
young  performers  reach  international  ranking  in  the  early  ’teens  while  still  at  school.  When  school  boys 
and  school  girls  hold  world  records  in  swimming,  and  our  boys  and  girls  represent  their  country  in 
international  athletics  competitions:  when  the  times  and  distances  recorded  in  athletic  events  at 
inter-schools  contests  rise  regularly  above  those  which  a short  time  ago  were  regarded  as  exceptional 
for  adults,  a great  deal  is  obviously  expected  of  teachers  in  achieving  within  the  schools,  general 
standards  from  which  such  exceptional  performances  can  spring. 

It  is  only  through  raising  the  average  standard  by  sound  training  and  then  concentrating  inten- 
sively on  those  who  show  exceptional  promise  that  such  a state  of  affairs  has  been  brought  about. 
There  has,  however,  been  no  neglect  of  the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few,  for  standards  have  risen 
at  all  levels.  Just  how  much  the  present  high  standard  of  performance  is  indicative  of  greater  skill 
and  fitness,  or  how  far  it  is  a reflection  of  a speed-up  in  biological  development , it  is  impossible  to  say: 
what  cannot  be  denied  is  that  in  all  activities  within  the  scope  of  physical  education  where  attainment 
is  measurable,  the  results  are  higher  than  they  have  ever  been.  Though  it  is  obvious  that  major  con- 
tributions to  this  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  have  been  made  by  better  feeding  and  housing  and 
improved  welfare  and  medical  service,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  much  is  due  to  the  greater  efforts 
and  the  increased  knowledge  and  skill  of  the  teachers,  employing  modern  methods  calculated  to  bring 
out  in  each  child  the  best  of  which  he  or  she  is  capable. 

No  greater  share  of  the  curriculum  than  hitherto  is  being  taken  for  physical  activities;  but  it  is 
also  true  that  when,  through  other  pressures,  something  has  to  go,  head  teachers  are  nowadays  less 
inclined  than  their  predecessors  were  to  sacrifice  physical  education  lessons. 

The  general  level  of  performance  of  the  mass  of  children  has  been  raised  within  the  confines  of  the 
time-table:  it  has  been  in  the  province  of  the  voluntary  school  clubs  that  extra  attention  has  been  given 
to  those  children  whose  special  aptitude  and  ability  has  indicated  outstanding  potentialities.  It  is 
because  of  the  extra-curricular  activities  of  many  teachers  that  the  best  performers  in  Kent  schools  have 
shown  in  appropriate  competition  that  they  are  up  to  national  standards  in  sporting  and  athletic 
events  and  pursuits.” 


PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  of  Schoolchildren 

During  1958,  explanatory  leaflets  and  consent  forms  were  distributed  through  schools  to  the 
parents  of  children  between  the  age  of  13  and  14  years.  8,339  children  were  skin  tested,  7,399  were 
found  to  be  negative  and  7,353  were  vaccinated.  In  each  case  where  a child  had  a positive  reaction 
to  the  skin  test,  the  appropriate  chest  physician  was  informed  and  the  child  concerned  was  asked  to 
attend  the  chest  clinic  for  further  investigation. 

Investigations  of  contacts  of  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  found  in  scholastic  establishments 
were  fewer  than  in  recent  years  as  only  four  such  foci  of  infection  were  revealed  during  the  year.  Two 
pupils,  one  staff  member  and  one  clerical  assistant,  on  being  diagnosed  passed  into  the  care  of  the  Chest 
Physician.  Mantoux  testing  and  the  use  of  miniature  mass  radiography  procedures  followed  for  all 
those  at  risk  of  infection  and  the  co-operation  of  the  chest  clinic  doctors,  notably  Dr.  Owen  Clarke, 
Dr.  Rees  Jones  and  Dr.  D.  L.  Pugh,  closed  most  possible  channels  of  disease  dissemination. 
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VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS 

Small  supplies  of  British  vaccine  became  available  during  the  early  months  of  1958  and  in  view 
of  the  large  number  of  children  awaiting  vaccination,  the  Government  decided  to  import  vaccine  from 
America  and  Canada  to  supplement  British  supplies.  In  September  1958,  the  age  group  of  eligible 
persons  was  once  again  extended  to  include  all  persons  born  since  1st  January,  1933,  and  for  a third 
injection  to  be  given  to  all  persons  who  had  received  a second  injection  more  than  seven  months 
previously. 

During  the  year  198,695  children  under  the  age  of  fifteen  years  received  two  injections  and  17,316 
children  received  a third  injection  against  poliomyelitis. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

The  County  Council  arrange  for  immunisation  facilities  to  be  available  for  children  of  school  age, 
special  sessions  being  held  at  the  Committee’s  school  clinics,  if  appropriate,  and  on  school  premises. 
Reinforcing  injections  are  given  at  appropriate  stages  throughout  the  period  of  school  life.  The  following 
table  shows  the  extent  to  which  Diphtheria  Immunisation  has  been  carried  out  in  the  county  during  the 
year  1958: — 

Table  4 


Primary  Injections 
Number  of  children 
between  5 and  15 
years 

Secondary  or 
re-inforcing  injections 

839 

6,732 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN 

Arrangements  were  made  for  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  to  examine  children  during 
the  first  half  hour  of  each  opening  of  the  minor  ailment  clinics  and  child  welfare  centres.  During  the 
period  3,430  children  were  examined,  and  certificates  were  refused  in  22  cases. 

ACCOMMODATION  PROVIDED  UNDER  SECTION  28  OF  THE 
NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 

Under  the  provisions  of  Section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  the  County  Council 
provides  accommodation  in  suitable  recuperative  homes  for  persons  requiring  a period  of  recuperation 
which  cannot  be  provided  adequately  in  their  own  homes.  This  includes  provision  for  school  children 
and  during  the  year  under  review  14  children  were  admitted. 

WORK  OF  VOLUNTARY  BODIES 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  work  undertaken  by  the  National  Society  for  the 
Pievention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  during  the  year: — 

Table  5 


Branch 

No.  of  Children 

Visits  made 

Ashford 

17 

36 

Bromley 

2 

22 

Canterbury 

9 

34 

Gravesend 

8 

39 

Hastings 

5 

3 

Isle  of  Thanet  . . 

2 

15 

Maidstone 

17 

106 

Medway 

14 

73 

North  Kent 

17 

47 

South-East  Kent 

3 

19 

West  Kent 

22 

64 

Totals  . . 

116 

458 

SPECIAL  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  STAFF  MEDICAL  AND  X-RAY  EXAMINATIONS 

In  my  report  for  1952  I referred  to  the  special  arrangements  for  staff  medical  and  X-ray  examina- 
tions. I set  out  below  some  details  of  the  medical  and  X-ray  examinations  carried  out  during  the  year: — 

Number  of  Number  of 

Medical  X-ray 

Examinations  Examinations 

(a)  Candidates  applying  for  entry  to  a 

training  college  . . . . . . 300  30 

(b)  Entrants  to  the  teaching  profession  230  155 

(c)  Teachers  appointed  to  the  County 

Staff  (health  declarations)  . . 807  474 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  WITHIN  THE  SCHOOL  AGE  PERIOD,  5 TO  15  YEARS 
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Table  7 

PUPILS  FOUND  TO  REQUIRE  TREATMENT. 

Number  of  Individual  Pupils  found  at  Periodic  Medical  Inspection  to  require  Treatment  (excluding 

Dental  Diseases  and  Infestation  with  Vermin). 
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1953 
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TOTAL  

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  PUPILS  ATTENDING  MAINTAINED  and  ASSISTED  PRIMARY  and 
SECONDARY  (Including  Nursery  and  Special  Schools) 

Physical  Condition  of  Pupils  Inspected 
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itapnoxg  " " 

- 

I 04  ID  CD  ID  O h CO  C4  [0404 
| ID  04  -t  CO  05  00  O |iDt- 

l>  IP-  CO  04  00  04 

00 

ID 

04 

Tfl” 

Xajxag  " " 

t—^CD— <04— iC004QOCOr—00 
CO^OOO-fCOCD-^-CDGOCOTf 
rj<  CD  CDtJi  l>  CO  — < C5 

4,688 

tu'equaqosg  jo  rpixjsig  ^pa^daoxg,, 

O D ^ 00  id  CD  - < 05  00  CD  05 

COCD05rt<05COCDiDGOcD— <C0 
tO  — < CD  CD  D C4  ID 

4,099 

Number  of 

Pupils 

Inspected 

'IVXOX 

O4C0O5— <!P-00  04lP-04I^Tt^ 

04CO-+C005rt<05-H0505iDCD 

ID  O CD  CD  CD  l>  CO  05  rt<  CD^  00  00 
t*<”  I>  — T co”  cd”  — <”  id”  cd”  — < 04  cd” 

89,523 

■B3iy  jo  lapureuia^i 

I>t^OC^O400iDrt<O5lDC0^ 
•^t<CDCDTf^CDlDt^OiD0405 
rf<  05  05  00  CD  04  CO  CO  ID  05  05  —< 

— ' id”  — <”  id”  co”  id”  — T 
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raBqSuqpo  " " 

00  00  t—  ID  00  05  1 ID  CD  — < ID  ^ 

00  CO  ^ ^ b'  | t-  h 05  05 

05  —<  ID  CO  t—  — < I> 

3,886 

jCapnoxg 

1 IDIDCDIDOCO^OO  1 04  CD 

ID  Th  O CO  O 00  O 1 l>  t" 

r-  IP-  05  ^ 04  CO  04 

4,349 

itapeag  " ' 

F-— <C4COIDCOCDOOOCDI>IO 
COID— (OO'tCOCD'^ir^OOCOlD 
rt<  CD  CD  ^ IP-  CO  — i © 

4,723 

mequaqoag  jo  :pu}stg  ,,pa}daoxg,, 

O<04lDOI>00C0CDO5iDI>04 

C0I>O5lDO5C0CDCD00CD»-HTt< 

ID  — < CD  CD  ID  04  rf  ID 

4,124 

Age  Groups  Inspected 

(By  years  of  birth) 

(I) 

1954  and  later 

1953  

1952  

1951  

1950  

1949  

1948  

1947  

1946  

1945  

1944  

1943  and  earlier 

TOTAL 

26 


Table  9 


Other  Inspections 

“Excepted”  District  of 

Beckenham 

>> 

n 

0) 

CQ 

0) 

a 

o 

fe 

PQ 

a 

d 

tuO 

.g 

o 

Remainder  of  Area 

< 

H 

O 

H 

Number  of  Special  Inspections 

Number  or  Re-inspections  . . 

699 

76 

1,672 

1,668 

750 

806 

607 

749 

9,029 

21,981 

12,657 

25,169 

TOTAL  

674 

3,230 

1,666 

1,366 

31,010 

37,826 

Table  10 

INFESTATION  WITH  VERMIN 


"Excepted"  District  of  Beckenham 

,,  ,,  Bexley 

„ „ Bromley 

,,  ,,  Gillingham 

Remainder  of  Area 

Total 

(i)  Total  number  of  individual  examina- 
tions of  pupils  in  schools  by  the 
school  nurses  or  other  authorised 
persons 

1,151 

2,646 

12,047 

10,862 

205,939 

232,645 

(ii)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils 
found  to  be  infested  . . 

11 

37 

111 

771 

930 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in 
respect  of  whom  cleansing  notices 
were  issued  (Section  54(2),  Educa- 
tion Act,  1944) 

6 

37 

238 

281 

(iv)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in 
respect  of  whom  cleansing  orders 
were  issued  (Section  54(3),  Educa- 
tion Act,  1944) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

A.  DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAL  INSPECTION  IN  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER  1958 

Note. — AH  defects  noted  at  medical  inspection  as  requiring  treatment  are  included  in  this  return,  whether  or  not  this  treatment  was  begun  before  the  date  of  the  inspectio-n 
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Defect  or  Disease 

(2) 

1 Skin  . . . . . . . . | 

Eyes — a.  Vision 

b.  Squint 

c.  Other 

Ears — a.  Hearing  .. 

b.  Otitis  Media 

c.  Other 

Nose  and  Throat 

Speech 

Lymphatic  Glands  . . 

Heart 

Lungs 

Developmental — 

a.  Hernia  .. 

b.  Other 

Orthopaedic — 

a.  Posture  . . 

b.  Feet 

c.  Other 

Nervous  System — 
a.  Epilepsy 

b.  Other 
Psychological — 

a.  Development 

b.  Stability.. 

Abdomen 

Other.. 

Totals 

Defect 

1>  . 

j'2' 

•<* 

»o 

© 

X 

© 

© 

- 

04 

X 

-t 

© 

© 

B, 


SPECIAL  INSPECTIONS 


Note. — All  defects  noted  at  medical  inspection  as  requiring  treatment  are  included  in  this  return, 
whether  or  not  this  treatment  was  begun  before  the  date  of  the  inspection. 


Defect 

Defect 

Special  Insp< 

actions 

vOUC 

No. 

(1) 

Disease 

(2) 

Reqi 

liring  T 

(3) 

reatme 

Qt 

Ret] 

uiring  Observation 
(4) 

1 

1 

j "Excepted”  District  of  Beckenham 

„ „ Bexley 

,,  ,,  Bromley 

,,  ,,  Gillingham 

Remainder  of  Area 

Total 

"Excepted”  District  of  Beckenham 

,,  „ Bexley 

„ ,,  Bromley 

„ „ Gillingham 

j Remainder  of  Area 

i 

H 

O 

H 

4 

6 

Skin 

Eyes — 

2 

47 

15 

89 

943 

1,096 

1 

9 

1 

2 

30 

43 

(a)  Vision 

69 

67 

98 

32 

938 

1,204 

44 

18 

41 

27 

37 

167 

(b)  Squint 

1 

11 

5 

— 

60 

77 

— 

3 

2 

— 

3 

8 

6 

(e)  Other 

Ears — 

6 

18 

9 

97 

141 

271 

4 

4 

2 

8 

10 

28 

(a)  Hearing 

19 

47 

14 

— 

70 

150 

13 

85 

2 

— 

23 

123 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

2 

4 

— 

3 

24 

33 

— 

10 

— 

3 

1 

14 

(c)  Other 

— 

4 

8 

26 

71 

109 

2 

5 

— 

12 

3 

22 

7 

Nose  and  Throat 

12 

52 

37 

2 

163 

266 

12 

50 

10 

1 

30 

103 

8 

9 

Speech  . . 
Lymphatic 

12 

20 

6 

2 

108 

148 

9 

11 

2 

— 

22 

44 

Glands.. 

— 

6 

— 

1 

6 

13 

— 

6 

— 

— 

2 

8 

10 

Heart  . . 

— 

4 

3 

— 

15 

22 

3 

22 

3 

— 

5 

33 

11 

12 

Lungs  . . 
Developmental — 

20 

23 

12 

— 

75 

130 

27 

68 

5 

— 

24 

124 

(a)  Hernia 

— 

2 

— 

— 

5 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

13 

(b)  Other 
Orthopaedic — 

— 

1 

10 

— 

23 

34 

3 

2 

27 

— 

6 

38 

(a)  Posture 

7 

1 

22 

— 

90 

120 

3 

3 

16 

— 

11 

32 

(b)  Feet 

17 

26 

35 

— 

177 

255 

19 

6 

9 

1 

20 

56 

14 

(c)  Other 

Nervous  system — 

14 

27 

19 

18 

87 

165 

12 

20 

9 

— 

18 

59 

(a)  Epilepsy  . . 

— 

16 

1 

— 

30 

47 

3 

11 

4 

— 

8 

26 

15 

(b)  Other 
Psychological — 

— 

4 

2 

— 

24 

30 

2 

14 

3 

1 

9 

29 

(a)  Development 

6 

52 

3 

— 

119 

180 

1 

44 

2 

2 

26 

75 

(b)  Stability  . . 

— 

98 

2 

— 

144 

244 

— 

100 

6 

4 

49 

159 

16 

Abdomen 

2 

10 

2 

— 

60 

74 

4 

16 

— 

— 

8 

28 

17 

Other 

33 

66 

76 

283 

1,707 

2,165 

29 

79 

31 

69 

53 

251 

Total 

222 

606 

379 

653 

5,080 

6,840 

191 

586 

174 

120 

399 

1,470 

29 


Table  12 

TREATMENT  OF  PUPILS 

Notes. — In  Groups  1,  2 and  3,  treatment  includes  all  defects  treated  or  under  treatment  during  the 
year  by  the  Authority’s  own  staff,  however  brought  to  the  Authority’s  notice  (i.e.,  whether 
by  periodic  inspection,  special  inspection,  or  otherwise  during  the  year  in  question  or 
previously)  or  provided  otherwise  than  by  the  Authority  (i.e.,  known  by  the  Authority  to 
have  been  provided,  including  treatment  carried  out  in  school  clinics  by  the  Regional  HospitaL 
Board) . 


GROUP  1.— EYE  DISEASES,  DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT 


Number  of  cases  known  to  have  been  treated 

“Excepted”  Districts  of 

Remainder 

of 

Area 

Total 

Beckenham 

Bexley 

Bromley 

Gillingham 

External  and  other,  excluding  errors  of 
refraction  and  squint 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including  squint)  . . 

176 

745 

162 

2,157 

352 

1,417 

99 

1,337 

158 

14,330 

947 

19,986 

Total 

921 

2,319 

1,769 

1,436 

14,488 

20,933 

Number  of  pupils  for  whom  spectacles 
were  prescribed  . . 

262 

907 

806 

356 

6,140 

8,471 

GROUP  2.— DISEASES  AND  DEFECTS  OF  EAR,  NOSE  AND  THROAT 


Number  of 

cases  known  to  have  been  treated 

Received  operative  treatment — 

(a)  for  diseases  of  the  ear 

2 

20 

22 

(b)  for  adenoids  and  chronic  tonsilitis 

307 

20 

147 

12 

1,218 

1,704 

(c)  for  other  nose  and  throat  conditions 

— 

2 

10 

— 

12 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment 

35 

103 

22 

16 

— 

176 

Total 

342 

127 

179 

28 

1,238 

1,914 

Total  number  of  pupils  in  schools  who  are 
known  to  have  been  provided  with  hear- 
ing aids — 

*(a)  in  1958 

1 

2 

1 

1 

20 

25 

( b ) in  previous  years 

4 

18 

7 

4 

130 

163 

* A pupil  recorded  under  (a)  above  should  not  be  recorded  at  ( b ) in  respect  of  the  supply  of  a hearing  aid  in 
a previous  year. 


GROUP  3.— ORTHOPAEDIC  AND  POSTURAL  DEFECTS 


(a)  Pupils  treated  at  clinics  or  out- 
patients’ departments 

(b)  Pupils  treated  at  schools  for  postural 
defects  . . 

97 

17 

289 

512 

14 

18 

1,237 

1,110 

2,153 

1,141 

Total 

114 

289 

526  ( 18 

i 

2,347 

3,294 

30 


GROUP  4. — DISEASES  OF  THE  SKIN  (excluding  uncleanliness,  for  which  see  Table  10) 


- 

Number  of  cases  treated  or  under  treatment 
during  the  year 
by  the  Authority 

"Excepted”  District  of  Beckenham 

■ 

„ ..  Bexley 

>> 

O 

a 

o 

u 

« 

,,  ,,  Gillingham 

Remainder  of  Area 

Total 

Ringworm — (i)  Scalp  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



(ii)  Body  . . 

— 

— 

1 

3 

13 

17 

Scabies  . , 

— 

— 

— 

7 

51 

58 

Impetigo.. 

4 

1 

10 

17 

61 

93 

Other  skin  diseases 

589 

60 

204 

46 

1,050 

1,949 

Total  . . 

593 

61 

215 

73 

1,175 

2,117 

GROUP  5.— CHILD  GUIDANCE  TREATMENT 


Number  of  pupils  treated  at  Child  Guidance  Clinics  under  arrangements 

made  by  the  Authority 

1,604 

GROUP  6.— SPEECH  THERAPY 


Number  of  pupils  treated  by  Speech  Therapists  under  arrangements 

made  by  the  Authority  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,099 


GROUP  7. — OTHER  TREATMENT  GIVEN 


"Excepted”  District  of  Beckenham 

..  Bexley 

„ „ Bromley 

,,  „ Gillingham 

Remainder  of  Area 

Total 

(a)  Pupils  with  minor  ailments 

519 

596 

1,189 

648 

3,060 

6,012 

( b ) Pupils  who  received  convalescent 
treatment  under  School  Health 
Service  arrangements 

(c)  Pupils  who  received  B.C.G.  vac- 
cination 

516 

790 

775 

601 

7,353 

10,035 

(d)  Other  than  (a)  (b)  and  (c)  above 
(specify) 

1.  Ear  Defects  .. 

167 

167 

2.  Eye  Defects  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

655 

655 

3.  Injuries 

— 

— 

— 

— 

760 

760 

4.  Catarrh,  Sore  Throats,  etc.  . . 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

5 

Total 

1,035 

1 ►— < 

00 

1,964 

1,254 

11,995 

17,634 

31 


Table  13 

DENTAL  INSPECTIONS  AND  TREATMENT 


‘‘Excepted”  District  of  Beckenham 

,,  ..  Bexley 

„ Bromley 

,,  Gillingham 

Remainder  of  Area 

Total 

(1)  Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the 
Authority’s  Dental  Officers — 

(a)  At  Periodic  Inspections 

7,762 

3,142 

5,932 

2,497 

85,434 

104,767 

( b ) As  Specials 

170 

1,030 

2,226 

2,909 

5,434 

11,769 

Total  (1) 

7,932 

4,172 

8,158 

5,406 

90,868 

116,536 

(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment . . 

3,694 

3,160 

6,031 

3,869 

48,279 

65,033 

(3)  Number  offered  treatment  . . 

2,579 

3,160 

5,298 

3,869 

46,572 

61,478 

(4)  Number  actually  treated 

1,275 

1,717 

2,437 

1,324 

24,597 

31,350 

(5)  Number  of  attendances  made  by 
pupils  for  treatment,  including  those 
recorded  at  heading  1 1 (h)  below  . . 

4,951 

7,863 

8,718 

5,226 

90,405 

117,163 

(6)  Half-days  devoted  to — 

Periodic  (School)  Inspection 

52 

22 

42 

12 

673 

801 

Treatment  . . 

820 

1,049 

948 

596 

10,874 

14,287 

Total  (6) 

872 

1,071 

990 

608 

11,547 

15,088 

(7)  Fillings — 

Permanent  Teeth  . . 

3,080 

3,525 

4,514 

2,415 

38,683 

52,217 

Temporary  Teeth  . . 

1,054 

1,136 

918 

452 

6,824 

10,384 

Total  (7) 

4,134 

4,661 

5,432 

2,867 

45,507 

62,601 

(8)  Number  of  Teeth  Filled 

Permanent  Teeth  . . 

2,780 

2,947 

3,327 

2,167 

35,746 

46,967 

Temporary  Teeth  . . 

1,001 

1,095 

771 

415 

6,533 

9,815 

Total  (8) 

3,781 

4,042 

4,098 

2,582 

42,279 

56,782 

(9)  Extractions — 

Permanent  Teeth  . . 

159 

396 

1,036 

706 

7,383 

9,680 

Temporary  Teeth  . . 

560 

1,088 

1,947 

1,967 

27,065 

32,627 

Total  (9) 

719 

1,484 

2,983 

2,673 

34,448 

42,307 

(10)  Administration  of  general  anaes- 
thetics for  extraction 

268 

562 

1,359 

1,658 

8,628 

12,475 

(11)  Orthodontics — 

(a)  Cases  commenced  during  the 
year 

28 

130 

70 

34 

465 

727 

(b)  Cases  carried  forward  from 
previous  year  . . 

13 

144 

117 

21 

475 

770 

(c)  Cases  completed  during  the 
year 

9 

56 

110 

11 

730 

916 

(d)  Cases  discontinued  during  the 
year 

4 

19 

20 

3 

135 

181 

(e)  Pupils  treated  with  appliances 

25 

139 

168 

38 

1,268 

1,638 

(/)  Removable  appliances  fitted . . 

27 

139 

178 

38 

1,275 

1,657 

( g ) Fixed  appliances  fitted 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*(h)  Total  attendances 

215 

1 

1,478 

1,211 

348 

12,590 

15,842 

(12)  Number  of  pupils  supplied  with 
artificial  dentures  , . 

2 

15 

16 

9 

426 

468 

(13)  Other  operations — 

Permanent  Teeth  . . 

1,397 

2,271 

1,795 

1,480 

24,949 

31,892 

Temporary  Teeth  . . 

376 

172 

946 

481 

7,300 

9,275 

Total  (13)  .. 

1,773 

2,443 

2,741 

1,961 

32,249 

41,167 

*No.  of  cases  wearing  orthodontic  appli- 
ances carried  forward  to  1959. . ..  28  199  57  41  75  400 


